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1 one 5061 your Lordſhip 9 
Clergy, the propriety of this Addreſs 
will not be diſputedʒ but, independent 
of this connexion, where could I de- 
dicate a work of this nature more pro- 
perly, than to a prelate who has exhi- 

A 2 bited 


„ DEDICATION. a 


bited ſuch diſtinguiſhed zeal, and uch 
tranſcendent abilities, in defending the 
fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity 


againſt the attacks of formidable ene- 


mies. OY 
: . 
4 
This ſervice, 4 truly anti in 


itſelf, together er with your Lordſhip's 


celebrated character for great and ſhin- 
ing talents, and ſuper- eminent learn- 
ing, has juſtly raiſed you. to your pre- 
ſent exalted ſtation in the rn of 
England. | 


Senſible I am, my Lord; W this 
Work, if it has any merit, might paſs 
without the formality of a Dedication; 

and if it has none, no patron, however 
dignified, or learned, can ſtamp a value 


upon it. But I could not neglect the 


n opportunity, (lich I may: 
e Never 


never have. again,) of 


eee 

eſtiffing the, 
high ſenſe I entertain of your: Lord- 
ſhip” 8 value to the Church; as an able 
defender, ever ready to ſtand forth! in 


her cauſe againſt thoſe who Pole Plot 


her deſtruction. el overt ofroyrinte 
= 


F 2 H $i 


But it "may be —_ are iy Not. 
volumes already written in defence of 
the . Eſtabliſhed. Church; and why 
ſhould the Reader of the Temple, 
officiouſly ſep. forward as her cham- 
pion; ben there are numbers of 
Clergymen of ſuperior abilities, who 


haye not thought this Catechiſm 
worth their notice? „ 


* 2 . 
W a A 


4 


It muſt be cOnfellcd, my 2 that 
there are many volumes extant in 
defence of our Church ; but they art: 


above the reach o of thoſe who ſtand 
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mem into the treaſury.” NO. 
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oi idiot: 


moſt A Her of their if ance; PRE 
makes it the more exchufable,” T might 
Rave faid neceſſary, to throw ſuch 
rhites as this defence ! into the common 
ſtock; and the more neceffary, fince 
many who have talents to ſpate, keep ; 
them concealed, and wow. not Bring. 


4 
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But will not this Deferite FE a means 


of giving perpetuity to a Pamphlet, 
which, if unnoticed, would fink into 


Oblivion for want of merit to recom- 
mend it! * 
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The Pamphlet, my MEL has two 
properties to recommend it ; thoſe are 
it's tile, and it's brevity ; the one 
ſuited to the capacity, and the other 


to the pocket of the lower claſs of 
people ; ; Whom it is chiefly intended Z 


— 


to bias, 
Accord. 
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| DEDICATION: = 


Ace idingly, Als che tenth edition, 
| din Raviidas induſtrioufly circulated by 
the friends of diſſention. And if Diſ- 
ſenters find it conducive to the intereſt 
of their party to miſrepreſent the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, in pamphiets 
ſuitable to the genius and -packsts of 
the majority of the people; ſurely it 
can be no leſs important to the Eſtab- 
liſhed Church, to have her l 
u e in vas Gone e e 
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Theſe motives. wok W me to 
Bacre this work within as ſmall a 
compaſs as poſſible,, ſo as to afford it 
at a moderate price; becauſe, what- 
ever may be it's merit, much depends 

upon theſe circumſtances to Promote. _ 
BS W 1 £53650} l. 55 0053 
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will be. conſidered, rather as an honeſt 
endea- 


FX: DEDICATION 


 endeayoue: to Giabufe the illiterate, | 
e I : to Gare e re 
f Chriſtian. 


** 1 . * . 1 2 


ben 8 the Proteant-Dif: Wy 
Sante Catechiſm attentively/ I ſout 
the objections were nei zer new, nor 
the performance maſterly ; but as chere 
are no reflections ſo weak, or in- 5 
grounded, but they may itiftuence ſore 
people; and as I did not think them 
ſtrong enough to require a more able 
hand to overthrow them; I was the 
more readily induced to eombat fo. 
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4 + ff 


Vf I ſhould be 6 Sidi: my Lord, 
as to be inſtrumental, under God, in 
cooling the heated imaginations of one. 
ignorant and miſguided Chriſtian; I 
hall think myſelf ſufficiently rewarded: 
here; and whatever. merit there may 


DEDICATION. xi 


be i in a man's doing what he conceives 
to be his duty; there is no doubt of 

it's being weighed in the niceſt bal- 
lance of God's remunerative Spas 
| hereafter. | 


I am, my Lord, 
With profound reſpedt, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble ſervant, 1 


H. SMITH, 
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BEING. AN ANSWER. TO THE: HISTORICAL 
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_ PART OF THE PROTESTANT DISSENTER'S 


CATECHISM, OE Me” i Il 
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T is an obſervation of a very good 
writer, that nothing can be more 
„ impolitic i in a' ſtate, than to prevent 
n the clergy from Teligious controverſy x 5 
&© that it encourages floth and neglect, 
7 and that if religion be not k 


We 


CS eee AD a fo PEN ESE ch OP 


« no longer e continues an object c of pub- 
lie Concern.” 

Whether this obſervation) be; juſt « or 
not, I ſhall not take upon me to deter- 
mine; but I think there are certain oo 


Tons when. ſuch. polemical controye 


are more improper, than at others; any 
perhaps this may be the time: for when 
political diſſentions run high, religious 
ones ſerve only to enereaſe thoſe diviſions, 
which it ſnould be every body's buſineſs 
to endeavour to ſuppreſs. It is with con- 


cern then, that I have ſeen a ſmall pam 


phlet, entitled The Proteſtant-Diſſenter's 
Catechiſm,” ſo long paſs unanſwered by 
any of the eſtabliſhed Church. Some of 
the objections, in this Diſſenter's Cate» 
chiſm, I believe have been occaſionally 
noticed, and diſarmed of their imaginary 
force; but finding, no where, ſo. full " 


refutation as I could wiſh to ſee publiſhed, 


1 could not refrain throwing in my mite: 
ſince 


uf the Noncbnformiſis. 3 
ſince to omit doing ſo, upon ſo uncandid 
an attack upon our excellent eſtabliſh- 
ment, looks too like betraying that cauſe 
which my convictions, as well as my duty. 
eee 1 kg 


Had 1 Catechiſt, with: Maa 4 
n repreſented the ſufferings of 
Diſſenters, and brought them home to 

the eſtabliſned Church; had he grounded 
their diſſent upon the infallible oracles of 
God ; and not upon the uſurpations, as he 
calls them, of human authority. Had he 
made it his ſtudy to prove that the prin- 
ciples of diſſention were more pure, their 
worſhip more ſpiritual, and their doc- 
a trines more evangelical, than thoſe of the 
eſtabliſhed Church; this would have been 
a commendable zeal; it would have been 
a good reaſon for his conduct; and the 
moſt probable means of bringing oppo- 
_ nents over to his perſuaſion. But as he 
has purſued a different courſe, and thought 
it neceſſary to ſink the purity of that wor- 

22 hip, 
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ſhip,- which is the reverſe of his own, in 


order'to build the credit of his party upon 
the ruins of others; as he has advanced 


many things merely upon report; and 


when he could find no /n in the eſtab- 


liſhed Church, made no ſcruple of forg- 


ing it upon her: when, with a few excep- 
tions, he has arraigned her clergy as 


ſcandalouſly illiterate and immoral; and 
when he directs all this to be inſtilled in 


the minds of the riſing generation, ſurely 


an endeavour to vindicate the eſtabliſhed 


Church becomes a PE 


I mean not to retaliate, me Lany 
inclination to meaſure talents with him 
in the article of ſlander and invention; 
becauſe to condemn one mode of worſhip, 
will not throw luſtre upon another, I 


ſhall therefore endeavour only to diſarm. 


of their horror thoſe ſnakes of ſuperſtition. 
and bigotry, with which, like the head 
of Meduſa, he has bedecked our Church; 
and, if poſſible, to antidote the venom, 

which 


2 


Elbe Nanconfnniiti., ? 
wan; Have en, is ee edge to 


He IF divided it into two parts; the 
firſt Hiſtorical, or an account of the ſuf- 
ferings of Diſſenters under different e. 
ſince the Reformation. I Fatal 


AI d theological, confiſting of 
reaſons for the conduct of Dae 
DET on _ I.” 114 3-24 8g 


He tells us that thene are four 9 
in the world, viz. Pagan, Jewiſh, Ma- 
hometan, and Chriſtian.” The three firſt 
he takes no notice of, being foreign to his 
ſubject. The Chriſtian he divides into 
Papiſts and Proteſtants; and the Proteſt- 
ants he diſtinguiſhes by Conformiſts, and 
Nonconformiſts; that is, by thoſe who 
conform to the mode of worſhip eſtab- 
liſhed in England; and thoſe, in general, 

who do not conform to that mode; but 
who meet for divine worſhip in places of 
| B 3 their 
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$1» Anſwer to the Hiſtory 


their own; and whom he particularly 


diſtinguiſhes by the names of Preſbyte- 


& woe: * and e 
{This OY him to the ai W 

N w he aſſerts, that Difſenters were in 

England before the Reformation.” 


To ſupport this aſſertion, he tells us, in 
a note at the bottom of the page, tha 

« Wickliffe maintained moſt of thoſe 
« points by which the Fe were 


« afterwards a ommapatd 


Now this Wickliffe flourithed. in the 
year 1377, when he was Profeſſor of 
Divinity in Queen's College, Oxford; 
but though he diſapproved, and wrote 
againſt many of the corruptions of Popery, 
which was then the eſtabliſhed Church; 
yet none of his religious principles are 
handed down to us; nor did he ever dif- 
ſent from, or forſake the Church, being 
Rector of Lutterworth at the time of his 

death; 


death; nor was ide nabe bt bene | 


Independent, or Baptiff, keen till two 
centuries aſte#his me. 


e 
Fx 


In the nc 3 this Catechiſt 
defines the Reformation by a Renunciation 
% Popery; which is either an ignorant, or 
a premeditated, falſe definition of the 
word. To reform is not to renounce; 
and I ſuppoſe, if I were to ſay I made a 
reformation in my houſe, nobody would 
underſtand me as aſſerting that T had ſor- 
ſaken my houſe; which is the true mean 
* 15 the word renounce. e 


The a took plate; as he ſays, 
in Henry the Eighth's time; but he ſays, 
«that in the reign of his fon Edward the 
Sixth, many popith ceremonies were then 
« retained in the church ;” ſo that Popery 
was not renounced, nor intended to be 
renounced in the groſs; but only reformed 
of it's errors in faith and worſhip, which 
could not be effected at once; but when 

55 4 done, 


lauer to the Him 


um the Church of England retained 
ſuch ceremonies, As were not repugnant 

to the ſcriptures, and were innocent in 
themſelves. 


1 il 

In this reign. it was, 1 cs perſons 

who fled from, the capricious humour of 
Henry, returned from their aſylum in 
Germany; and brought over with them 
thoſe Calviniſtic principles, which have 
given birth to che different denominations 
of Diſſenters that a are now in Gr: 


| He 8 us 3 ah i that many 
« who fled from the perſecution of Mary, 
returning home in the reign of Eliza- 
« beth, found the terms of conformity ſo 
© narrow that they could not in con- 
« ſcience comply with them.“ Sh 


In ſhort, they brought with them, as 

I juſt now obſerved, the principles of 
Calviniſm; and therefore nothing but an 
abolition of Biſhops, and. a total annihi- 
_ 


of the Noncouformifts. —=©9 
lation of the eccleſiaſtical hierarchy would 
ſatisfy the confciences of theſe men; and 
e the national church was not 
formed to pleaſe them, they would form 
a religious ſociety to pleaſe themſelves. 
For chats this Catechiſt expreſſes himſelf 
(queſt. 23), © finding no proſpect of a 
further reformation from the legiſſa- 
1 ture, ſome of the leading perſons among 
them (theſe Refugees) reſolved to at- 
* tempt it in a private way. For this 
e purpoſe they erected a Preſbytery at 
« Wandſworth,, Nov. 20, 1572. And 
* this,” he ſays, Vas the firſt Prefby- 
2 terian Church in England. 85 


They mut have encredſal lery flowly 
addon; when they could not make a con- 
gregation from the days of Wickliffe, 
when, he ſays, diſſention began, to this 
day; which was above two hundred years: 
if he means this as a compliment to diſ- 
ſention, I mall not endeayour to Nas a 
him of it. 


74% the 2 


b! n Catechiſt mentions a diſguſt given 
to the Diſſenters in the reign of James the 
Firſt (queſt. 28), by the publication of a 
book, called the Book of Sports, which 
| . e on the Lord 's _ 


2 


1 "Ag: 1 never did! ſee that dba 1 ed fay 


nothing about it. It was certainly wrong 


to encourage diverſions, on the day ap- 


pointed for the folemn ſervice of God. 


But why ſhould the Church be charged 
with this profanation? It was univerfally 


acknowledged that James was the author 


of that book; I believe he fathered it; 
at leaſt, he gave it a currency by his pro- 
clamation ; and as this Catechiſt himſelf 


declares, that James was bred a Preſby- 


terian,” I think it but reaſonable that the 
offence ſhould be brought home to the 
proper offender. 

But Gin: mne to chin; E think, 
has been lately publiſhed * by ſome Preſby- 


1 5 In Ireland. 


terian 


L 


4 


of the Nonconformiſſs., It 
terian miniſters in their ſermons, wherein 
they aſſert the propriety of exerciſing the 
volunteers on the Lord's day; which, to 
an unprejudiced man, muſt appear to the 
full as profane as any other ſecular amuſe- 
ment on that day; and I ſuppoſe what 
was profane once, will be profane for ever. 
If ſuch publications had originated in the 
eſtabliſned Church, they would have 
brought her under very ſevere 1 a 
a n 8 Diſſenters. i bt © 
+ as liking difſention through the reign 
of Charles the Firſt, the notoriety of facts 
ſeems to extract a little candour from this 
Catechiſt, and he acknowledges (in his 
38th queſt.) that © when the Preſbyterians 
got into power, they were zealous to 
© eſtabliſu the divine right of Preſby- 
© tery ; that ** they were too ſevere i upon 
the epiſcopal clergy; and enemies to 
the toleration of all other parties of 
«Chriſtians; particularly to the Baptiſts, 
* who,”” he ſays, about this time began 
5 e 0 to 


7” PIR to a | 


"55-0 flouriſh in England. Here he con- 

5 tradicts himſelf. again; telling us that 
The firſt Baptiſt church was founded in 
ec the year 1640 that is, above three 
| hundred years after the time that he had 
aſſerted they: were Difſenters i in Engl , 


But the 95 3 _ ee are fo 
e anke remarkable, that I muſt tranſ- | 


cribe them; . Does not this ſeverity | 


** 0 the epiſcopal clergy, juſtify the 
charge ſo commonly brought againſt 
*« Diſſenters, that their zeal for liberty is 
% only for their own; and that they have 
** no objection to arbitrary power when 
© they can get it into their own hands a“ 
A. No, by no means; for at that time 
* the principles of liberty were not 
thoroughly underſtood by any denomi- 
nation of Chriſtians; the preſent body 
© of Diſſenters as ſeverely condemn the 
« intolerance of the Preſbyterians in 
© Charles's time, as of the high flying 
„ Churchmen. They are now friends to 

| cc a uni- 


%a univerſal: toleration, and no denomi- 
t. nation among them wiſhes to have it's 
© o0wn way of Kreer ese . ks * 
nen religion.“ Aeg 10-654 bY 

201 1121 2190310 NN _ au BHG 

een, fair profeſſions, and carry 
with them the appearance of moderation; 
f.we. examine the matter fairly, we 


but i 
ſhall find, that they are Vox & præterea 
tibil; mere profeſſions, and nothing elſe. 
The principles, he ſays, of liberty 
s were not at that time thoroughly un- 
1 derſtood by any denomination of Chr̃iſ- 
cc tians. Why then was it more crimi- 
nal an the eſtabliſhed! Church to perſecute 
the Preſbyterians, than in: the Prefbytes 
rians to perſecute them? Does that which 
ceaſe: to be ſo, after the Reformation had 
4 gradual improvement of an hundred 
years? But the principles of liberty, 1 
ſuppoſe, are pretty well underſtoad now. 
What apology then can be made for the 
deſcendants: of | thoſe ho tranſported 


them- 
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2 to th 2 


. to the uncivilized wilds ol 
America the virtuous ſons of L 


the Boſtonians; who exec rated the mea- 
ſures of government in granting to the 
Canadians the liberty of their religious 
principles; and by addreſſing the paſſions 
of the thoughtleſs vulgar, would have 
raiſed a rebellion in England, in order to 
force the government to enter on a feli- 


gious perſecution, contrary to the moſt 


datein treaties . c eren eg 4 


13 
21 wo 


What ae can 10 made fer, Tlieſe 


are in Scotland, who burned the 


dwellings and maſs . eee in 


one: oh ogg * CENT a STE 


"What apology card | be made for chat 
—— 3 | 
flaughter through the city of London, in 
the year 1780? The apology I ſuppofe 
will be, that theſe ſufferers were Papiſts; 
whoſe bloody and "intolerant? principles 

deſerve. 


| a no . but would be ex >= 
b. re by fire and nen mio 


4 


| * ell, but the e Biſhop 1 St. \ndrew's,. 

in Scotland, was no Papiſt what apology 
can be made for the murderof him? None, 
I fear, but ſuch. as will juſtify that publi- 
cation called Sion's Plea; wherein it is 
aſſerted, ' that Biſhops muſt be utterly 
«© extirpated, no leſs than the Romans 
* rooted out the very name of Tarquins.”? 
J ſhall make uſe of no artifice or flouriſh, 
to blacken ſuch ſanguinary meaſures. Let 
this rigour of perſecution be compared 
with the dictates of Chriſtian forbearance; 
and the reader will then reſolve, how far; 
even in point of ordinary prudence, he 
may believe, much leſs deliver himſelf up 
er the en of oh Wey yo 


* 


ee whe! moſt aſtoniſhing Seema of 
this Catechiſt, is in his 36th queſtion; 
where he ſays, that © the death of Charles 
« the Firſt is very nau ang upon 
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Aaſwer to the Hiftory | 

the Preſbyterians; and to prove this 

point, he aſſerts, that“ there was but one 
« Preſbyterian in the Houſe of Commons 


6 lain N this, nk at hs 
Gairie time believe, that Preſbyterianiſm 
was confined to the loweſt of the people: 


ſince out of five hundred members, but 
one only could be found of that party, who 


was qualified, or had intereſt to Provure a 


ſeat 1 in Parliament. 


| But anon inquiry it will appear, that 


not one of thoſe who ſat in judgment upon 


the King, was of the eſtabliſhed Church; 


but were Diſſenters of ſome denomina- 


tion or other; and I will not diſpute about 
ſpiritual titles. But the Scotch, I believe, 
are almoſt univerſally Preſbyterians; and 


when the King, being preſſed hard by his 


other fanatic ſubjects, had, throun hin 


felf under the protection of the Scotch 


army; did they not baſely deliver him up 


4 1 «a * 8 * 5 
„ 0 ; ro 
4 - 
_ a : 


beheaded, him? Was he not ee 4. 
of, in a Preſpyterian market, like a com- 
mon ſlave? That man vill aſſert any 
thing, who, after this act, will aſſert that 
the Preſbyterians were unjuſtly charged 
as acceſſaries to the murder of the King. 
Ic is, at beſt, but a mean prevarication 
to ſhift the obloquy from their own 
ſhoulders to nen we their: me un | 
hne, $5 Wand 2 f. ab fl 28 12 8585 449 


1. 


But 3 this Catechiſt n may x not _ | 
prove of the Act, as I ſuppoſe he does not, 
by his endeavours to take the odium from 
his par ty 5 yet there are many Preſbytes 
rians now among us, who extol thoſe regi- 
cides; and to whom that act is no more 
abhorrent, than it was to thoſe who per- 
petrated it; and who ſpend the anniver- 
ſary faſt of the 3oth of January in clubs 
and debauches, which was deſigned by 
Parliament, not only as a memorial of the 


virtues of that Royal Martyr, but to brand 


es the 


pet, brief as he is, he cannot avoid par- 


b us, mh our poſterity,” what we may 
expect if incenſed Heaven ſhould ite 


_ men to nen, e Agr: 
? p! 12 - & & 7 N 1 * £7 +6 8 1 #1 tg [ 1 7 


15 ns over the inter OY or thi 
pn are of Cromwell, in a very conciſe 
manner. He had no room to complain 
of perſecution; thereſore he diſpatches 
this period in two queſtions only; and 


tiality and inconſiſtency. 


He fays that * Cromwell's principles 
ie were favourable to religious liberty; 
and in the very ſame: breath, ſays, that 
* for political reaſons, he refuſed tolera- 
te tion to the ener 224442 


* 


Alan it is a that. in cd; to 
tolerate the epiſcopalians, he was no friend 
to religious liberty: and if political rea- 
ſons be an excuſe for his conduct in this, 
the ſame excuſe wilt hold good for the 
con- 


— 1 


8 of every prince in the ſappreſ- 
ſion of any religious perſuaſion he pleaſes: 
and if it was no perſecution in C romwell 
to ſuppreſs epiſcopacy; neither was it 
perſecution in Elizabeth to fuppreſs diſ- 
ſention: ſo that all this Catechiſt's com- 
plaints about perſecution terminate in 
this; that the magiſtrate ever had, and 
ever will have, a favourite religion; which 
he will countenance and protect in pre- 
ference to all others; and that when any 
religion, by it's principles, becomes ini- 
mical to the eſtabliſned form of govern- 
ment, the magiſtrate, for political reaſons, 
will endeavour to ſuppreſs that religion. 

As he who knows not this is too igno- 
rant to be argued with; ſo he who is dif- 
ſatisfied with it, is not likely to be in a 
better temper till the /abbatic millenium 5 
when the kingdoms of this world are to 
8 ſ wallowed ap 8 N ne of an 


+ He begins the reign of Charles the 
8 with an aſſertion that carries it's 


awn 


20 4 — Hifory 


8 own refutation on the face of it. He ſays, 
that this Prince Was reſtored by the 


influence of the Prefbyterians” (queſt. 
42% who had all along oppoſed Crom- 
„ wells arbitrary meaſures, and were 
© friends to the 1 united: mo- 
1 bh $5 Ve | 


1 ively: they Catechiſt muſt habn conſi- | 
dered the perſons for whom his Catechiſm 
was calculated, as ready to ſwallow any 
aſſertion that comes from one under the 
character of a Paſtor. The Diſſenters, of 
every denomination, had no reaſon to 
complain of the arbitrary meaſures of 
Cromwell; they had every favour and in- 
dulgence they could wiſh for. They had 
not only got the eſtabliſned Church under 
their feet; but it was almoſt annihilated; 
and had Cromwell lived a few years 
longer, he would have completed i it's over- 
throw ; which was what he had violently 
laboured to effect. How then could they 
be e ſuppoſed to have a predilection for the 
1 limited 


of the Nonconforifts. 1 


limited monarchy of England; when epiſ- . 


copacy was one branch of that monarohy ; 

the reſtoration of which, would have ſub- 
jected them to thoſe reſtraints (or perſes 
cutions as this Catechiſt calls them) which 
had been the ae e their RO 
under every . 841 ins 1185 


Tbe a kee ee . 
eee by the furious and reſolved 
Independents; and ſecluded from any 
ſhare in the government by Colonel Pride, 
who had violently turned them out of the 
Houſe of Commons; finding their hopes 
of ruling the ſtate entirely blaſted; whes 
ther through reſentment, or through! ne 
ceſſity, deſerted their old independent co- 
adjutors ; and, joined to the royaliſts, 
formed a deeiſtve majority in au of 
the 8 0 


1 the Reſhminins 1 was act in | 
effected totally by Monk. Scarce any of! 
the members knowing any thing of the 


General's 


* e 
— EIS — 


—— 
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General's intentions, till they were in- 
formed that Sir John Granville was at the 
door of the houſe with a letter from the 
King. The members had neither time 
nor opportunity for debating ; a moment's 
pauſe was ſcarce allowed; Granville was 
called in, the King's letter read, and his 
propoſals unanimouſly accepted. This is 
the account given us of the Reſtoration 
by the beſt hiſtories of thoſe times. So 
that the Preſbyterians, inſtead of having 
the chief influence in that buſineſs, can 
only be ſaid to concur with the other 
members, in a queſtion that they had not 
been apprized of; and did nne ow 
far. . could e it with _— 
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23 had no inenticn, when I 1 theſe 
Si to vindicate the conduct of 
Princes; many of whom will not bear a 
ſtrict ſcrutiny; they are generally good 
or bad, according to the r bias of 
the buſter.” 3 e ; 
| Pr! 
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perhaps hat this Catechiſt ſays: of 
Oharles the Second (queſf. 43.) that * hẽỹ 
14 v as alldicted to pleaſure and leud neſs, 
| ſhould have had ſome palliating circum- 
ſtances, to leſſen the acrimony of ſo harſn 
and genetal an imputation. But be that 
as it may. The ſtate being long haraffed 
by war and faction, and the conſtitution 
totally overturned, there was no bringing 
it into it's priſtine form, without ſuch 
meaſures as could not be univerſally-pleaſs 
ing to the people; they were, however, as 
lenient as poſfible. Some vengeance, it 
was thought neceſſary, ſſiould be taken of 
theſe: who had been acceſſary to the late 
King's death, and to the calamities in 
which the nation had been involved; but 
out of fourſcore of thoſe who ſat in judg- 


ment on the King, tem only were executed. 
And though prelacy, and the ceremonies 


of the Church of England were reſtored; 
yet a general toleration, ſo. far as "_— 
to modes of. warſhip.; was are . 
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And das for the perſecution which-this 
Catechiſt complains. of in his 44th que[2 
tion: the diſpoſſeſſing the Preſbyteriati 
<.clergy of their living : this was only 
to xeſtore the o wigs amet incumbentss 


e e Bur! by an adi of 
uniformity, ſuch of the —— 
who choſe to be epiſcopally ordained; and 
who were willing to conform to the cere- 
monies of the Church, were ſuffered to 
remain in thoſe livings ans; were not 
claimed by their former incumbents, v 
had died during the ſequeſtration. 'This, 
one would imagine, was as much as could 
be granted conſiſtent with RP all g 
eſtabliſhed EW +: ac 903 dvids 


*} 


15 


er ending that: ki ee 
refuſed to keep their, livings upon the 
terms of the act; government, ſtill dif- 
poſed to bring about a comprehenſion, or 
union, in religious ſentiments; appointed 
a conference to be held at the Savoy, be- 
2511 tween 


| tween * af, oh eminent. Epiſeon 


palians and- Preſbyterian miniſters. TYM 
unn however: came to ate, 15 


9 Fu * 


- TIT 20 
P32 Is 


The Catechiſt "ay 10 teſt WET the 
* Biſhops. would make no alteration in 


te the Liturgy in favour. of the r 


* rians.“ 
— Mp 1 2 mh 


. 4 


"Hur 5 contrarn” to e aſſertion is 15 


true. The Biſhops: would have made 
many alterations, both in modes and 
forms; but nothing | leſs: than the very, 
eſſentials of the Church would ſatisfy. 
It is worth remarking here, that the 
charge againſt the eſtabliſned Church is, 
that her ceremonies: are anticbriſtian aud 
Popiſb; and yet the Diſſenters were wil- 


lng, upon certain terms, to be united to 


this eccleſiaſtical popiſſi ſtate. They did 
not mean, I hope, by this conference, to 
take the eſtabliſhed Church. into. their 
communion; but rather that ſomething: 
ſhould be To up on both ſides. This 

C muſt 


— 
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muſt imply then, either that the whole of N 
the eſtabliſhed Church is not popiſh, and 
that Diſſenters, againſt their conſciences, 
caſt that ſcandal upon her; or elſe, that 
by deſiring a union, they do acknowledge 
| themſelves willing to be e 0 
a popifh community. | 


* 


But I mall have occaſion to enlarge on 
theſe ſcruples, when I come to the ſecond 
part of this Catechiſm; which I ſhall 
haſten to as faſt as poſſible ; making no 
other apology for the perſecution com- 
plained of in this, and the ſubſequent 
reign of James the Second, than what 
this Catechift makes uſe of as an apology 
for the treatment Cromwell gave the 
Epiſcopalians, viz. that © the principles 
« of liberty were not perfectly under- 
« ſtood;” both Kings being Papiſts, and 
political reaſons cauſed the ſeveral acts to 
be made, which were ſo galling to the 
Diſſenters under theſe reigns. 


Me 


2 2 
** « 
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We the come ohr de to ths reign af Wil 
| Him the Third, whom this Catechiſt calls 


A Proteſtant” (queſt. '59.), in contradiſ- 


tinction, I ſuppoſe, to the two former 
Kings, who were Papiſts; and who e: was 
* brought in,“ as | he Jays, « by the ma- 
« nagement of the Whigs.“ It is a 
wonder this event was not attributed to 


the Preſbyterians; but the frequent rebel. _ 
| lions of the Scotch'i in favour of that de- 


throned bigot James the Second, would 
have been too flagrant a + DIES of mage. 
. : 


The dete ui act en k paſſed in Wy 


reign, as it was extremely reaſonable, fo 


it gave as much ſatisfaction to the Epiſ- 


copalians as it did to the Diſſenters; and 


it ſhews that the galling reſtrictions, 


juſtly complained of in former reigns, 
ought not to be attributed to the eſtab- 
liſned Church; but to thoſe popiſn prin- 


ciples which had been but imperfectly 


rooted out in the firſt dawning of the Re- 


C42 formation; ; 


* 
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formation ; therefore ſhot forth in ſome 
reigns; and began to be luxuriant in that 


which brought on the Revolution. It 
vas not the management then, of any par- 


ticular denomination of Proteſtants ;. but 
the miſmanagement of a zealous bigot, 


that made all unite in ſending him to a 
country more ſuitable to has principles. 


- One might reaſonably 3 — hve 
toleration act would have filenced all fur- 
ther complaints; but we have part of a 
reign of grievances ſtill to go through; 
and that is, the latter part of Queen Anne's 
reign; when, this. Catechiſt (queſt. 63.) 
tells us, © there was a ſcheme for enſlav- 


47 ing the Diſſenters; and that was by 
« two Bills, the one called the Occafional 


« Conformity-Bill ; and the other the 
« Schiſm-Bill.” 


Now I can ſee no reſtraint upon the | 


rights of conſcience by the firſt bill; ſince 


it only required a conformity from thoſe 
who. 


of the Menn. 29 


who heid any office under the crown. If, 
indeed, it forced any body into office, and 
then- obliged them to conform; this would 
have been a violence juſtly to be com- 
plained of; but the worſt that can be faid 
of this bill is, that being deſigned: to keep 
Papiſts out of office, it eventually had the 
fame effect on Diſſenters; and that it re- 
warded hypocrites with bleſſings in this 
life; whitft *the conſcientious muſt wait 
the reward of their ur in the life to 
come: 


*©% 
; a 124 d 
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17 for the 750 lb. that belhg 
repealed under the reign of George the 
Firſt, there is no neceſſity for Waring, any. 
Gilhg about itn now. 5 

1 fas baly 6 one remark 1 more to make 
on this firſt part of the Catechiſm; and 
that is on the 6 5th queſtion, wherein the 
Catechift fays, * Though Tome of the 
— Difſenting miniſters have no difficulty 
« in complying with the conditions of 

C7 «the - 
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« the Toleration-A&,” namely, to take 
the oaths of allegiance. and ſupremacy ; 
to make the declaration againſt Popery, 


and to ſubſcribe to the doctrinal articles 


of the Church; yet the generality of 
them, even thoſe who approve: the doc- 
* trines of the Church, refuſe to ſubſcribe 
«the articles, at the requiſition, of the 
* civil magiſtrate, as a condition. of 
« preaching the Goſpel ; apprehending 
that this would be acknowledging, a 
10 degree of authority! in civil governors, 
« which is injurious to Chriſtian liberty, 
* and to the 8 of private judgment.“ 


That a a man ſhould ule: to 8 


to doctrines he diſapproved of, at the 


requiſition of any body, is the higheſt 
inſtance of religious integrity; but that a 
man ſhould refuſe to ſubſcribe to doc- 
trines he approved of, only becauſe en- 
joined by the civil magiſtrate, has more 
of an obſtinate than a conſcientious an 


SP boſe 


N he 1 e 


Thoſe who diſſent from the eſtabliſned 
e Tam willing to ſuppoſe, do it 
upon principles of reaſon; but what prin- 
ciple can be more unreaſonable, or more 
like a child in underſtanding, than to 
refuſe doing a thing, which might be in- 
nocently done, only becauſe it is enjoined ; 

or to fancy that the nature of an act is 
altered by having the ſanction of au- 
_— ? 


PART THE SECOND. 
BEING AN ANSWER TO, THE THEOLOGICAL 
PART OF THE PROTESTANT-DISSENTER'S | 
5 CATECHISM. | T2 „ 


Is WE. are come now to the ſecond part 


of the Diſſenter's Catechiſm. The Cate- 
chiſt introduces it by enymerating the 
principles upon which the Diſſenters 

C4 ground 


32 n to the Printiphes of Diſſent 


ground their ſeparation! from the Church 
by law eſtabliſhed: viz. The right of 
private judgement, and liberty of con- 
ſcienee, in oppoſition to all human 
* authority in matters of religion: the 
„ acknowledgment of Chrift alone as 
* head of the Church; and the ſuſficiency 

* of the Holy Scriptures as che _— 1 


BN « faich and practice.” 

Now if they had, in reality, no other 
| grounds but theſe, there would be ne 
| feparation at all ; for no religious ſociety 
| whatever maintains theſe things more 
i ſtrenuouſly, than the Church of England 
N does. But it is worth while being at a 
fl point here; and to enquire what is to be 
j underſtood by conſcience or private judg- 
| ment, for they are the ſame thing; and 
ö till this point is ſettled, it will be impoſ- 
1 fnble to fix the rights and liberties of 
i either; or to decide between conſcience 
| and Peter atk ; 

F wat „ Con- 


e then, is a" law for the 


\ from the Fe Epaites rb. \ 4 


Held of 4 rational creature; And 


the conformity or non: conformity to this = 


law, is the ground' of ſatisfaction, or un- 4 


eaſinels to the mind. But the queſtion 2 


ftill is, How we come by this principle? 
Is it- Innate, and engraven on the heart? 


or does it, at any time, take poſſeſſion of : 


the rational creature, without any inftruc- - 


tion, or example, previouſly afforded by 
oe liens; P. 


* 7 * 9 * wr. 
* * ? 11 4 1 
- 


That we e Ahe! no innate ideas, is a po- 
ſition ſo clearly demonſtrated by Mr. £ 
Locke, that few people are hardy enough | 


now to oppoſe it. If therefore, there are 
no innate ideas, there can be no innate | 
or natural conſcience ; unleſs a man can 


| be conſcious without thought. That con- 


ſcience therefore, which is not born with 
us, ceaſes to be the refult of nature; and 


- 


+ 


if it is not the reſult of nature, it muſt 


be the reſult of education; confequently 


there will be as many contrary con- 
IS | ne 
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ſciences, as there are contrary modes. of 
education; for every conſcience will re- 
ceiye a tincture from the country, the 
climate, and from the accidental circum- 
ſtances of ſocial life. He who denies 


this, it is incumbent on him to ſhew ax 


reaſon why men's private judgments are 
ſo contrary to each other? Why the pri- 
vate judgment, or conſcience, of a Few 
leads him to circumciſion and ſacrifice} 
Why that of a Mabometan prompts him 
to poligamy and pilgrimages? Why the 
_ Papift practices penance and. prayers to 
ſaints? Why the Epi/copalian approves of 
premeditated forms of prayer, whilſt the 
Dilſenter is attached to extempore prayers 
only? In a word, why this diverſity in 
men's ſecret ſenſe, but from the different 5 
principles formed in the mind when 
young ? So that the right of private judg- 
ment, or liberty of conſcience, is neither 
more nor leſs than the right of living in 
the practice of what we have been trained 
up in from our youth; which, if it be one 
man's 


— 


— 


: man W it is every man's right, who 
lives under the ſame government; and to 
reſtrain _ the Je, the | Mahometan, or 

| Pagan, who. may come to reſide among 
us; is as much a violation of the rights 
of private judgment, or conſcience; as to 
withhold the emoluments of office from 
ſuch Difſenters as chuſe to ſerve God in a 
different way from the Church of Eng- 
land; which is all the oppoſition that is 
now given them by Government in mat 
ters of religion. 1 | % 


1 * 


Thin Catechiſt mentioning the. 7 
*« knowledgment of Chriſt alone as fear, 
«« of the Church; and ſufficiency af the 
Holy Scriptures as the rule of faith and- 
practice, as other principles upon 
which they ground their ſeparation ;; car- 
ries with it an intimation that the Church | 
of England has baniſhed Chriſt from his 
dominion over her; and has modelled her 
faith and practice by ſome rule inde- 
pendent of ſcripture. 


„„ 6 This, 
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This, whether it be the refult of igno 
8 parien; or a deſign, is truly Tefritical,” to 

tell Iies for the benefit of his community; 
or "whether it be both together, I ſhall 
not now determine: but I ſhall make no 
feruple to pronounce it a bafe and un- 
chriſtian inſinuation. The Church of 
England acknowledges no head but Chriſt 
alone, which is evident from the tenor of 
all her prayers ; and T do not know whe. 
ther I may not affirm that Chriſt is more 
honoured in the Church, than in the Meet - 
ing. I am ſure our treatment of him, in 
our worſhip, looks very like it; for we 
think i it no idolatry to bow at his name; 


whilſt they make it a point not to treat 


bir with ſo much humility and reſpec. 


The King, Dis this Carechift would 
inſinuate is the head of the Church; is. 
the head only ſo far as- relates to her en 
poral concerns; of which he is the ſworn. 
protector; and her. 37th article plainly 
WONT At that the LINES of — have: 
— 


22 Church. 37 
only + es Hatlve gh . bel hs d 
been gien td all godly phinces in toly 
s ſcripture by God himſelf;” "that is, 
that © they ſhould rule all all Eſtates and de- 
Fl grees committed to their charge by 
© God; whether they be eccleſiaſtical, or 


e temporal; and fell, with the civil : 
ec ſyord, the ſtubborn and, vil deer. | 


And as for the fuiciency of ſcriptures | 
as a rule of faith; the eth Article of the 
Church is ſo expreſs on that” head, that 

any perſon who taxes her with following 
any other rule, ought to bluſh at fo unjuſt 
a cenſure. It is there declared, that 
e Holy Scripture, containeth all things 
” neceſſary to ſal vation; fo that whatever 
*is not read therein, nor may be 
* proved thereby, is not to be required 
« of any man that it ſhould be believed 
« as an article of faith, or be thought 
« requiſite or neceſſary to ſalvation.” I 
have quoted theſe articles, not only be- 
cauſe of their authority ; but, becauſe they 


| \ 
- * 
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are. more conciſe and clear than any thing 
I could 8 in refutation of ſo baſe an 
inuendo. 6 


fin the th . of this "Es" a 


tion, this Catechiſt ſays, 1 that Doubtleſs Sf 


« jt is not every trifling circumſtance 
that will vindicate ſeparations among 

« Chriſtians; but the Difſenters appre- 
e hend that the grounds of their S/ 
« tion from the Church of England, are 
bh « ſo many and important, as fully to juſ- 
« tify them in it.” Out of theſe many 
grounds, he makes choice of ſeven. Vis. 


5 tt, Ir $ general frame and conſtitu- 

«« tion as national and eſtabliſhed. 2d, 
© The character and authority of certain 
« officers appointed in it. 3d, The im- 
* poſition of a ſtated form of prayer, 
« called the Liturgy, and many excep- 
« tionable things contained therein. 4th, 
The pretended right of enjoining un- 
« ſcriptural ceremonies. $th, The terms 
. = «Con 


from the Eau 5 F Chur cb. 39 
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« on which miniſters are admitted into it. 
g 6th, Want of liberty in the people to 
. chuſe their own miniſters. 7th, The 
corrupt ſtate of i it $, diſcipline.” , Such 
are the e of e 3 


* 


4 oy I 4 2 & 


33 aft 1 


And now is it not £05"; to the honour | 
of the Church, that among all the heavy 
charges brought againſt her by her adver- 
ſaries, there is not the leaſt impeachment 
of her doftrines ? This, 1 think, is a. fair 
preſumption, that ſhe is invulnerable in 
that quarter; and that her votaries are in 
the road to Heaven; though they have 
not taken ſo Sort and /mooth a road as the 
Diſſenters; but have choſen one that is 
more round about, and incumbered with 
ceremonies. 


As the Catechiſt bas given a 3 to 
each of theſe important reaſons of ſepara- 
tion; we ſhall take a view of each ſection, 
that we may ſce how important they are. 


"mw 0. 
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Tus „ Gf ſection being deſigned to 
prove that the Eſtabliſhed Chureh is not 
a true Church of Chrift ; he begins it by 
telling us what the Difſenters think t6 be 
à true Church. This, he fays; er 1c 
* cotigregation or voluntary ſociety of 
« Chriſtians, who commonly meet- toges. 
1 ther to attend goſpel ordinances in the 
« ſime place. 'And they think every ſuch . 
« ſociety has a right to tranſact it's own. 
* affairs according to the judgment and 
«conſcience of the members thereof, in- 
ts dependently of any other ſocieties what | 
ſdever, or without being accountable - 
« to any but Jeſus Chriſt, or reſtrained. . 
* by any laws but his.” And to ſupport 
this notion of a Church of Chriſt; he tells 
us (queſt. 10.) that * a number of Chriſ- 
« tians aſſembled for divine worſhip in a 
* dwelling houſe, is Called in ſcripture a 
60 * Church. 9 

Now 


„ "8 ED : =_ 


nition of a Church of 


Thrift be a > jaft one, I think that conſe. 


quences may be drawn from it not very 
favourable to diſſention, more than to the 
eſtabliſhed church. For if the affembling 
of people together i in a houſe to worſhip 
God, makes that houſe, and that afſem- 


blage, a church of Chriſt; then Chriſt 


may have as many churches as there are 
houſes in a pariſh ; and there will be no 


neceſſity for any particular place being 


fet apart for the worſhip of God; ſince 


every man, who has three br four in 


family, may, in conſequence of his being 
choſen their fpiritasl inſtructor, ſet up a 
church in his own houſe, independent of 
_ otherTocicty of deer pp whatſoever. 


* 


In GIS 1 hy; of his being 
cheſen; for according to the ſpirit of in- 
eee ſuch a choice is all that is 


neceſſary to form a ſpiritual paſtor, as 


ſhall be made appear in our progreſs 


. theſe ſections. 1 do not mean to 
„„ 


5 42 |  Conflitution of 1 the. 
inſinuate that this is likely, to happen 


often in theſe kingdoms ; but what 1 


| would infer from It 18, that were this no- 


tion of a church to prevail; and every 
head of a family was to take his own time, 
and make uſe of his own houſe, in ſerv- 
ing God; we ſhould preſently loſe fight, 


not only of the Sabbath, but even of the 


Deity ; for when the one is gone, the other 


Will follow of courſe. „% t arch 


— 0 


But we will oth this multiplicity of 
churches that might be, to what this 
Catechiſt wiſhes to juſtify ; that is, a con- 
gregation of Diſſenters picked out of the 


pariſh, of an eſtabliſhed miniſter. This 
ſociety, being. a true church of Chriſt; 6 
* has a right to tranſact it's own (I ſup- 


ͤpoſe Spiritual Y affairs, without being | 


— eee to dag bys Value Chriſt. 


"upon * that hs congregation 
ſhould agree that there ſhould be a love- 
feaſt amongſt them once a week; and that 
. 


— 
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the ſervice mould begin and end with 
ſaluling the women; and that they ſhould 
have a little dance into the ſolemnity. 
Or ſuppoſe that this congregation. ſhould 
agree that all things ſhould be in cammon 
amongſt them ; or that they ſhould aſſem- 
ble together naked... „All. which might de 
ſupported by texts of ſcripture, as appli- 
cable to the purpoſe, . as that which this 
Catechiſt has produced to prove that 7 
el e is a church (Ro X Xvi. 5. ) 


; 11101 16 Fs 1 N 1117 8 | 
For in n deten of this mode of Cow 


God by Feaſting, kiſſing, dancing, naked, 
and in common; it might be pleaded, that 
the Primitive Chriftians. had their love. 
| feaſts, * that St. Paul, ordered the Corin- 
thians io greet one a another with an holy 
kiſs. (2. Cor. xiii. 12;), and that David 

commanded that the Lord ſbould be praiſed 
in the. dance (PC. cl. 4. ), and be.  bimſelf 
danced. before the ark. (2 Sam. vi. 143 ) 
That the A e had all things i in 
oem 


; | 3 3 1 3; 5 | 
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common ( Acts IV. 32 ) And that Adam, it 
a Hate of innocence, was s naked. Var! whe 
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1 muſt alk now, if congregations, prac- | 
| gti uch modes of 2 are true 
the eke, chert wiki bicginies'of the 
purity of the Goſpel? Then rioting and 
obſcenity are conſiſtent with the worlbip 
of Chriſt. But if I am anſwered in he 

negative, then this Catechift*s definition 
of a true church of Chriſt, is Frroncgys'; ; 
and n not ro o be depended won. | gras: = 
It may be objected, that Were are is 
ſuch focieties here. That may be 103 
yet it does not deftroy my argument, if 
they are to be found any where elfe; an 
I know they are to be found in America; 
| where every circumftance (the dancing 
only excepted) is made part of the ſo- 
lemnities of ſome of their religious ſocie- 
ties. We have vagrant preachers there 
(called ſwadlers here) who train up their 
diſ- 


Church of England. 4 
 diſeiples in the love-feaſt,, and. holy. kifſes- 
We have a whole ſettlement called Mora 


vians, who bave all things in common: 
as far, at leaſt, as the civil police will 


admit. And there are, Tam told, ſome 


called Pre. Aqdamites, . who aſſemble; toge+ 
ther naked. All which demonſtrate how! 

far the roving, fancies of men williſtrain a 
ſcripture text, and conduct themſelves. in 
the moſt extravagant folly, when left to 
their own imaginations; and I do not 
know whether it would not. be better to 
have no church of. Chriſt at all, than 
churches thus reviving old eren. or in- 
venting. new. ang 0 . | | 
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But 5 . whimſical . of 
this. Catechiſt is in his: 11th queſtion, ; 
where he ſays, that the church of Eng- 
land is not a voluntary ſociety, and is 
< therefore different from the church of 
« Chriſt; for theſe reaſons, becauſe: the 
<« whole vation are conſidered / as mem 
< bers of it; becauſe it is incapable of 

my being 
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55 * being aſſembled i in one place and be⸗ 
«cauſe they are all-obliged to an abſolute 
wy Koper in fairh ed 1 e 
That ie, as Lon as a D Reltg of Chriſ: 
tians becomes national, numerous, and 
harmonious, it then ceaſes to be a church 
of Chriſt. Was there ever ſuch a ſtrange 
argument? I hope it will not be : expected 
* that T ſhall endeavour to confute it. Let 
3 it be ſufficient then only to obſerve, that 
i by this mode of arguing the volunteers 
who aſſociated for the defence of Treland, 
were neither a military, nor a voluntary 
ſociety; ; becauſe almoſt the whole nation 
were members of it ; | becauſe being ſo 
numerous and diſperſed, they could not 
be aſſembled together in one houſe; and 
EF. ___ beeiuſc they were obliged 1 to be all uni- 
formly accoutred. | 
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There is „ tradi very ſingular in 
this Catechiſt's 13th queſtion; where he 


deſcends to particulars, in order to de- 
monſtrate 


--— 


mah wherein the church of: England 
differs from the church of Chriſt; In the 
firſt place, he ſays, «© the original of the 
« church of England is from this world 
« but the church of Chriſt is a kingdom 
« not of this world. 2d, The members of 
en the church of England are men of the 

* world; but thoſe of the church of Chriſt 


« are holy and pious men, who have their 
« converſation in heaven. 3d, The laws 
* of the church of England are founded 
* on acts of parliament; but the laws of 


« Chriſt's church, are no other but the 
« laws of God. 4th, The ground and 


_ « ſupport of the church of England, is 
« the power and riches of this world; but 
_ « that of Chriſt's church is the power 


* and grace of God. 5th, It's ſupreme 


« head is one of the Princes of this world 3 
e but the ſupreme head of Chriſt's 


church, is Jeſus Chriſt himſelf.” 


1 wonder, when his' hand - was in, he 
did not make out the even half-dozen 
| Do rea- 
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reaſons; and aſſert that the church of . 
land offered. facrifices,: and worſhipped. 
idols; for this might have been afſerted 
with as good a face as the laſt reaſon. , Þ 
ſhould be glad to avoid a too frequent 
repetition. of the ſame reaſoning ;- but 
were I to let ſuch charges paſs unnoticed, 


they would be looked upon as unanſ{wer- 
able, by thoſe whom this Catechiſm is 


intended to bias; and who cannot ſee that 
the arguments. are little more than one 


| and the, ſame objection, in different 
dreſſes. 1 am neceſſitated therefore, to 


offer ſomething i in defence of our church 
1 ſuch a ſtring of unfair imputa- 


"Had yet, when he Co that the * 
of England has it's origin from this 
cc world.;** I declare I do not rightly 
comprehend him; and as moſt men mea- 
ſure the underftandings of others by their 
own ſtandard; when 1 cannot find out the 
meaning of an author, who writes in my 

3 mother 


— daher, Lam Avi flo be 
nad ne meaning, and did not underſtand 
Himſelf.” I do not mean by this, b Yer 

mut of any of theſe charges without"no- 
rice; but to aſſure the reatler, chat if 1 
miſtake" the author's meaning, it is not 
deſightedly, Bur*through ignotance. all 


Hoist on 2f 28083 1: Fort olg 


I ta often heard the church of Chrif 


diſtinguiſhed into militant, and triumph 


ant; the firſt conſiſting of thoſe who are 


now fighting againſt thr rulers of the dab k- 
neſs of this world ;- and ſtruggling to ori 
out therr ſaboation with fear and'trembling'; 
the other confiſting of thoſe who” haves 


fought the good fight, have finiſhed! their 


courſe, and are now joined to the triumph 


ant choir of Angels and Spirits of the 
juſt. But when this Catechiſt takes upon 


him to make a diſtinctioi in the church 


of Chriſt here upon eurtii; telling us chat 
* the church of England has it's origin 
* from this world, and that it's members 


* are men of this world; and that the 


= * 66 church 
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$9 Conſtitut ian fue 
«church of Chriſt,” that is, ſuch volun- 
: tary ſocieties as his own, t is not of this 
<« world ;?*.but that « it's. members, args i 
= holy and pious men, who have their 
* converſation in heaven.“ What is this 
but encircling, his own: head, and the ; 
heads of all his followers, en 
glory? And if this is not preſumption, I 
ſhall leave the rener N it what the 
| N ann COR Bin 97 ift! un | 


£ 
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1 . W nk this Catechiſſi 
bring: to ſapport theſe heavy charges? 
Nothing but his own word, dictated by, 
his own diſtempered imagination. It 
favours little of that ſanctity. he aſſumes: , 
for we are told he. Ar ch- Angel. would 
not bring a railing accuſation even againſt 
the Devil himſelf. One would have 
thought that common decency might have 
with-held him from thus dogmatically 
pronouncing againſt; a religion, which he 
had not been able to charge with one 
error in * of doctrine. 


| Dow 
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Does not the church of England main- 
tain, that the Scriptures of tlie Old and 
New Teſtament are the Revelation of the 
mind and will of God? Does ſhe not 
maintain, that the Prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament relative to the Meſſiah, 
are all fulfilled in Jeſus Chriſt? Does 
ſhe not teach the neceſſity of an atoning 
| Redeemer, to remove that vengeance due 
to our depraved nature? Does ſhe not 
teach that Jeſus is that Redeemer; that 
he came into the world to ſave ſinners; 
and that there is no other name under 
heaven, given unto man, in whom, and 
through whom, they can receive ſalva- 
tion? Are not her hopes, her fears, and 
her faith, directed to him, as her ſupreme 
head? Are not all the duties which ſhe 
preſcribes, relative to God; our neigh- 
bour, and ourſelves, taken from that book 
which ſhe allows to be given by inſpira- 
tion; and is profitable for doctrine, Jor' 
reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in 
ene And are not her ſanctions 
. ſuch 
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ſuch as Chriſt himſelf has dnl etcthal 


Laws on her ſide; the one rewarding her. 


with honour and. riches ; and the other 
protecting her and ſupporting her againſt 
her enemies ; ſhall this countenance, and 
this protection, deprive her of her mak 


. the churches of Chin 2 


 Buk till this Catechiſt, or any body for 
kim, can ſhew. that our church · enjoing 
any thing, as neceſſary to ſalvation, which! 

is not found in that book wherein Chriſt 
has given us a tranſcript of our duty; 
I think I may venture to aſſert, that her 
doctrines are as pure, and heavenly, as 
thoſe of any other church. That though 
ſhe is human, and her members are men 
of the world; yet all the churches of Chriſt 
upon earth, are made up of members of 
the ſame texture; a mixture of wheat and 
tares ; a ſociety of men as prone. to vice, 
and 


9 


33 
Pe as liable to error as thoſe” of the 
church of England. Our church there- 
fore, being thus conſtituted : when any of 
her members depart from her principles, 
this ſhould be charged 'to-themfelves, and 
not to the church; and he who will not 
make this diſtinction, Lam afraid will be 
too faithfully deſcribed by St. Paul, when 
he tells the elders that met him at Mrlerus, 
that of their otonſe ves 2 men  ariſ?, 
ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw m dif. 
ciples ou them. n., xx. Is: 5 dag 


In his «6th ans 13th — He Tags; 
that the religion of Jeſus does het want 
= the fupport of human power; that the. 

gates of hell ſhall never prevail againſt 
« it; and that it never flouriſhed" more 
ee than when it had all the 1 of” the 

1 ee nn it.“ e £8 


* * 


D e provaitel evainſt at — 
powers of the earth, it was becauſe it hd 
all the powers of Heaven {miractes) *oft 

D 4 . 
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it's ſide. ods as: thoſe powers are now 
ceaſed, the magiſtrate's ohr, in ſome 
meaſures ſupplies weir e aniod t 


ee eee ene 
"Te —. pep he ark flouriſh now 
in * to the magiſtrate? And if 
not now, I will ayer at no time ſince it's 
firſt promulgation. In Turtey, Maho- 
metaniſm Keeps it under; in China, it is 
| fuppreſſed by Paganiſm; in Portugal, it 
dares not ſhew it's face for the inquifi- 
tn; in all countries, it is ſculking in 
holes and corners, to ſhun the frowns of 
the magiſtrate, and to avoid perſecution. 
So that when it is ſaid the gates of belt 
Hall never prevail: again the. church," it 
amounts to no more than, that a ſociety 
ſnall ever ſubſiſt that will acknowledge 
Jeſus to be the Chriſt. For the gates of 
Hades, or of Hell, as it is tranſlated, do 
not ſignify the powers of the earth, or of 
Satan; but the powers of Death : that is, 
Death cannot deſtroy. the church of Chriſt ; 


but the Devil may ner only perſecute it, 
but 


. chueb uf apland. 
bit 'evrrupt ir; without Ec violation of 
this prothife. & ENQUIRE Ft 
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Hrs ſecond ſection being baute to 
probe dg the government of the church 
of England by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, &c. 
is totally unſcriptural, and of popiſh ori- 
ginal; he tells us queſtion A that 
* when Biſhops are mentioned in the 
« New Teſtament as preſiding in the 
n ehurch ;; they ſignify no more than paſ- 
tors of particular congregations; and 
this he expects us to believe on his own 
bare word; for he has produced no ſerip- 
ture authority to prove it. But as he has 
not. done ſo, I ſhall try if I cannot Pro- 
duce _— e to ae a. 


That our- Bleſſed Sandi did otdiel | 
twelve Apoſtles to preach, and to baptize 
* nations, I ſuppoſe will be admitted; 
D 4 os 


6 


SIR tee weeds s. Ye — f _— — 8 * 7 1 * Y * — 4 
- 8 — x p, I SI Yr Too OO TO OR PBT ws Al Ha6EA©ATY.C DOE RESET ..... — —-— —-—-— SE — — — 
— 22 — = 9 - * * — — —— .: — — — — 5 3 — -2 8 2 , 1 N * 
- 


8 . . 2 * * — . 2 : — — 
— I. _—_ _ 2 a * * - 
— — ——̃ ꝑ — 2 — ny 0 i 
E — - — - < me: 4 ub 


vp the place of the apoſtate Judas, That 


_ appointing and ordaining, by the laying 


that after Mü, be. did jogitute and aps 
point ſeventy Diſciples, as labaurers ii 
his harveſt, will be granted 1 ſuppoſe 


alſo: and that theſe ſeventy had not the 
ſame powers given them that the twelve 


had; but were of an inferior order, is 
evident from the whole.) hiſte 
Acts of the A 0 Such was the ſtats 


of the church, ige Our r Seven: Is 


wen earth · od. eki leo). | 


Now after Chriſt's a we find 


the Apoſtles aſſembled together; and by 


virtue of their apoſtolical power, filling 


none of the ſeyventy were among them. 


Except che two candidates for the Apoſ- 
tleſhip were of that number, is very plain : 


becaule every perſon of that aſſembly is 


mentioned by name, After the vacancy 


in the facred college was filled up, we 
find the Apoſtles purſuing, with vigour, 
the ſcheme which their Maſter left them ; 


on 


y of: the 


| v and. 35 
In ef hands ſuch Biſhops or Eidews 
amongſt the profelyted Jews and Hea- 
thens, in every city, as were fit to preſide 
over, and inſtruct 'thofe new converts. 
We do not hear of any heing chofen'to this 
office by particular congr zations; much 
leſs: of their aſſuming it to themſelves. 
If any had a right to aſſum - this' <laim 
to a celeſtial miſſion, St. Paul cer- 
tainly had; ſo that he who deefareFhim- 
felf to be an Apoſtle, 10 of men, n neither by 
man, but immediately from Chrif Bimpelf 
needed not, one would think, any further 
deſignation, by the Sovernors of the 
church, to ſet about that work. And yet 
when he was ſent abroad, with Barhabas;, 
to preach the Gofpel, the Apoſtles faſted 
and prayed; then laid their hands upon 
them, and fent them forth. (Acts xiii. 3.) 
After this, St. Paul: ordained Tinothy, by 
impoſition of hands, making him Biſhop 
of Epheſus. So likewiſe did he ordain 
8 us 3 Fe him to govern the churches 
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Now, if there-igany.m man, n,who can be- 
lows: that even the city of Zpbe/us, much 
leſs that the hundred cities of Crete, could 
be brought into one congregation; then he 
may believe that Timothy and Titus were 
only paſtors of particular congregations. 
But if he has a mind to ſwallow ſo mon- 

ſtrous a camel, and believe what is ſo big 
with improbabilities; how will he ac- 
count for the directions given by St. Paul, 
when he orders Timothy io ordain Elders 
in every city, and lo lay bands ſuddenly on 
no man; hut the things that he had heard 
the Apoſtle, _ the ſame to commit to falthful 
men, who ſhall teach others alſo. And Titus 
he commiſſions, in general, to exerciſe his 
epiſcopal office, by mm —_ i 
t very city. n 1 TrriN 
He who, from this circumſtance, can- 

. not ſec a ſuperiority of rank and power in 

Es — — 


Church of England. 1 


che church, muſt be as wilfolly blind as 
the man who winks hard againſt the meri- 
dian rays of the ſun, and will infiſt that it 
is all darkneſs about him. If this Cate- 
chiſt could produce one inſtance from 
fripruney that the Greek word which he 
fays is ſometimes rendered Biſbops, and 
ſometimes Preſbyters, ſignifies the ſame 
officer in the church as that which is un- 

derſtood by Deacons'; this would be ſuffi- 
_ cient to ſuppott His aſſertion, that Biſnops 
were no other tham paſtori of particular 
congregations. But till this is done, and 
every body who reads the Bible, may ſee 
chat 1 it cannot be done: the pewer given 
he: Apoſties to Matthias: firſt, after= 
wards to > Sts Pans, who delegated it to 
A: imothy-and Titus, with directions to con- 
fer it on ſuch perſons as they found fit 
and proper, who ſw / ere to do the ſame by 
others, and ſo on: This muſt remain as 
an irrefragible proof, that from the firſt, 
there was a ſuperior order of eceleſiaſties 
in * Chriſtian church, whoſe buſineſs is 
5 | D 6 Wag 


W 


was to appoint. 6% Gal paſtors, as tht 
church increaſed ; and what was necalianye 
rm muſt bs equally nn now. 
EY 11 1 
But ſuppoſe "aa Was a of the 
epiſcopal order diſtinctly inculcated in 
the ſacred writings. Suppoſe; we could: 
not proye that epiſcopacy has prevailed: 
in the church of Chriſt without any inter- 
ruption from any other order fer 130 
years after the days of the Apoſtles: and 
that Prefbytery was net knewn till the 
days of Arius, who is marked as the firſt 
founder of that ſect. Suppole, 1 ſay, that 7 


this could not be made evident; but that s, 


the church of England was a new ſocicty. 
of Chriſtians, faunded on as of parliament, 
as this Catechiſt inſinuates; I hope it will 
not be denied, but that the is-a-religious: 
fociety, united under Chriſt, as Supreme 
Governor and Founder. If ſo, then, 
ſurely, the has a right to claim the fame 
privileges that every other religious o- 
ciety claims; that i * of appointing ſuch 
15 officers 


officers as ſhe thinks! tg for the 
good government of herfelf, For if the 
end of a ſociety be that of it's. on pre- 
ſervation, ſhe certainly has a right to fuck | 
means2s' ſhe finds moſt conducive 'tp.thap 
end. Nor is a proceeding of this nature, 
ever complained of, by reaſonable men, 
as a violation of natural rigfits.and privi« 
leges; ſo long as there are no indirect 

methods uſed to enlarge the rere 
Nen at the ver on pi other... 18 


F 


5 7 * 
0 as «for W in as 
ing of a Biſhop, complained of in the 24th 
queſtion, with the power, dignity, and 
revenues attending the office; theſe being 
only the caſual refult of the favour of 
government, take not, I prefume, from 
_ the ſacred powers annexed to che office; 
that of "ſending proper labourers into 
God's vineyard, and ſeeing that they do 
their duty there; which power, whether 
ane 1 e Juccaſton from the 
5 apoſ 


, 
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epics) as ne cies in bib oaks ueſe- 
tion, or Fr o br torrupt channel 152 Be 
church of Rome, according to nis a stb 
queſtion; is at leaſt as ſacred, and as much 
any other human power; and more 


ſo, than that which a man may aſſume to 
himſelf; as He tells us in his agth queſ- 


tion, ? any man may do who thinks 
« ſelf qualified for the miniſterial office; 
which. aſſertion is diametrically oppoſite 
to what St. Paul tells the Hebrews, 
namely, that 10 man taketh the honouk of 
miniſtering unto men, in things pertaining = 
to-God, unto. himſelf;, but: he that, ic called 
of God, as wa Auron; not he that ſuppoſes + - 
himſelf qualified, and for hal reaſan called 
of God; but, as the beſt commentators on 
theſe words explain them; As the Prieſis 
and Levites under ibe inſtitution of Mofes; 
ſeo the Apaſtles and their ſucceſſors, and all 
ether miniſters of the Go] 0 _ be, and 


the Py of Lanta Kr 


* 


en eee in e bis * queſtion, : 

that © the Diſſenters bject to it as hav- 
ing no foundation in reaſon or ſcrip- 
« ture. That ignorant people may make 
« a bad uſe of it, and conclude their. ſtate 
* js ſafe, while they yet continue in their 

« fins.** Our church thinks that nothing 
can be more agreeable to reaſon, than 
that perſons baptized in their infancy, 
when they know not what was ſaid or 
done; ſhould, when they were better in- 
formed, openly take that vow upon them- 
| ſelves ; andin their own. per ns, acknow=- 
it. And we — hope, — in this 
ſolemn ſealing and ratifying, as it were, 
the covenant between Chriſt and his Diſ- 
ciples; our gracious. Lord and Saviour 
will, on his part, convey to us ſuch helps 
of his grace, and holy ſpirit, as may 
enable us to perform the conditions of 
that vow. In; our Baptiſm, we receive 
grace; but not in ſo plentiful a meaſure, 
8 as 


eu n. 

this inſtitution. In our Baptiſm, we have 
the rudiments, and principles, of ſpiritual 
life; in Confirmation, we gre 
to perſection. In our Baptiſm, we are 
babes; in Confirmation, we are 'made 
perfect men in Chriſt; and become vo- 


lunteers under him as the Captain of our 


ſalvation. | So far we ET it is Ne 
on reaſon.” 1) n 


ray of * 
on 


cite if » we highs vi we bee Confirms 


tion prefigured by the [deſcent of the 


Holy Ghoſt upon Chriſt aftey his bap- 
tiſm; and likewiſe by the defcent of the 


fame ſpirit on the Apoſtles at the feaſt of 


Pentecoft. If we think that we can find 
many places in ſeripture, te prove that 
the Apoſtles adminiſtered eonfirmatian, 
by laying their hands on alt perſons who 
kai; by hide hapehh, weren und rd 
ſeſſed the faith of Chrift. If we think 
that the adminiſtration of this rite, is the 
CR EC CE AI CO 
"TO 


DW up more 


ls 


(As vidi.Js. the dpoties at eee fant 
down. Peter and Jubn, that they might lay 
lbeir hands upon them,.\that. they mh 
receive :the Holy Gboft,: which, in thoſe 
days, | was. the effect of this office of con. 
firmation. Now if we think we ſee this : 
and Diſſenters think they do not ſee it: 
the inference is, that our faith is ſtronger 
than theirs; but whether ibey or we are 
wrong, is a deciſion of .infallibilaty ; and 
i they will claim it, they are welcome to 
bear it away in triumph. Hut no con- 
cluſioa as be drawn againſt the office, 
not ring thoſe graces hich at- 
tehded! it in the infancy of the church y 
and which “ ignorant people (as this 
5 fins,” For if all offices are to be laid 
them are ceaſed ; not Confirmation only, 
but . * ſhould be omitted 
becauſe 


| 66 g 
becauſe hs 3 Choſt Wes agg üs 


deſcend in a dd ape; as it did: on ou 
Saviour, when he received that rite at the 
hands of the Baptiſt. Neither ſhouldi the 
Lord's: Supper be. adminiſtered; becauſe 


ſome ignorant people may think- they 
receive ab/olntion fromthe 
nothing e ro begin a freſh ſeore 


t ac; and have 
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wie, can harbour an opinion, that any 


religious act, without integrity of life, 


will recommend them to the fa vour of 


as in any other branch of the Catholic 


church. I am ſure ſhe. allows none of 
her diſciples to build any confidence on 4 
warm imagination; nor does ſhe ſuffer 
any of them to conelude themſelves in 4 


falvable ſtate, from any internal feelings, 


but from their external conduct. But if 


en all her care, ſome ſhould be ſa 
clouded 


clouded: Ti ignorance, as to > pay more 
attention to the extexnals of religion, than 
to the internal purity of their hearts; 
ſuch. ignorance. muſt. be left to our mer 

ciful Judge; 3 who will weigh eyery cir- 
curtifiance i in the niceſt balance; and, we 
doubt not, will make gracious allowance 


for h ynconquerablc i enn "my? 
Ay any. cent + 1545307 
As for” what. this Gapechilt fays, abou | 
the' conſecration. of churches in his 37th 
; queſtion ; 1 1 am ready to join iſſue witk 
him, that no ceremony can make one 
place more holy than another... But as I 
ſuppoſe | no pious. Diſſenter would be 
pleaſed to ſee the houſe ſet apart for their 
worſhip on the ſabbath day, turned into 
a gaming-houſe, or brothel, all the reſt 
of the week. So if that ceremony, in 
conſtituting a houſe of prayer, can pro- 
mote veneration ſo far, as to prevent 
people from making it a den of thieves; 
all that is aimed at by it is anfwered; and 


there is an end of that | mighty | piece of 
ſuperſtition. 


"= 
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We x are now come to N third ſection, 
which is levelled againſt the Liturgy y of 
the church eee, 5 

And here, 1 prefume it em not be ex- 
pected that I ſhould run through every 
particular word, phraſe or expreſſion, in 
the common prayer; much Teſs that 17 
mould vindicate and defend it from every 
tirtle exception, that prejudice or prepoſ- 
feffion 1 may make againſt ſomething ini 1 
For ſurely nothing ever yet was, or ean 
be ſaid, or written; but ſomething or 
other, either good or bad, may be ſaid or 
written againſt it“. I ſhall therefore 
e | PE only 


* He has anita dds of words and phraſes; | 
Sem ths Liturgy, which he is pleaſed to fay, are 
wncouth, objolete, abfurd,. or unintelligible —But he has 
been very unfortunate in his ſelection; ; for what he bs | 
exhibited as vlewiſhes, are ſo many wal | excellencies, 
Ant 


Church of England, eg 
only take notice of a. feu ptineipal objec· 
tions, which 
againſt the mode hots Eſtab. 
liſhed Church. | 1 e * 


1 e queſtion he-pays — 


like a compliment to ſtated forms, uff 
prayer; by ſaying that * the Diſſenters 


« do not think they are ſinful But as 
if he had repented of this qonceſſion;; he 
draws: his compliment hack again; by 
allowing them no higher um excellence, 


than that of being better than no prayer 


at all,” or chan praying in an inde- 
* cent, incoherent manner; which, if F 
underſtand yen is OO that BE 


And 1 repetitions, a and en 
words, are objections to the Liturgy ; the ſame ohjec - 
tions would hold againſt all tlie rules of ara, and 
elecutior, ſo juſtly celebrated by all good writers; even 
againſt the ſcriptures themſelves; for where can be 
found a greater variety of words, and phraſes, expreſſ- 
ing the n e be found in che 88 


tures? 


325 u dre 


his: Cate hiſt has urged. 
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are good for little or nothing. It ig 4 


conceſſion; however, that there are ſuch 
things as indecent, and ede exten 


1 prayers. , of METS 1 142 3:4 1-4) 4 Wh 


As; this Catechiſt very n oft ; 5 1 2 ; 


ſume di ſſenting author or other, to ſup * 


port what he advances z I ſhall imitate 
his example here, by ' obſerving: that 
Comb er, in his preface to his diſcourſes on 
the common prayer, ſays, that „ the 
«. Liturgy of the church of England is ſo 
plain that all may underſtand it; ſo full 
« that it omits nothing neceſſary; and fo 
« ſhort that no devout man can be wea, 


te jt's ceremonies few; it's methods exact; 
and, according to Grotzus's opinion, 
e comes neareſt to the non-op forms of 
te any . in the world. | 5 


But as ſome "of our free thinkers, in 
order to exalt the powers of human rea- 
ſon, put arguments into the mouths of 


their brethren, ſtolen from Revelation ; 
and, 


their plan — — eformers 
are grown;fÞ.,uch- wiſer than their maſ⸗ 
wan ene . dhe, — 


| fm 3. but they can, without any 
premeditation, rectify thoſe defects by 
exlempore prayers of their own Thus 
pillaging from compoſitions univerſally 5 
allowed to carry the marks of an evange- 
lical ſpirit; they paſs them upon the 
world as the effuſions. of their own heart, 
warmed with the love of God, and ani- 
mated by e, 


„ 


"i to * a young 1 man,—a teacher | 
but of yeſterday,—who has ſcarce learned 
how to direct himſelf, and cannot direct 
his neighbour in a plain caſe; to find 
ſuch a one aſſume the airs of ſuperlative 
wiſdom, not only in condemning the 

7 com- 


nderakingeo alc he din ge wth 
ſemiment, and propeicey of ener 
whatſoever it may be''thoughtrofotiow!'s 
_ would, in the days of che Reformation, 
| be-deemed as great — 
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But = this Carechiſt wikis: char * 
rr ann how's — 01 q 
gregation to know When the prayer is 
indecent or not; or what ſecurity 
have againſt joining in ſuch indecent | 
prayers? He who hears-another pray; and 

knows not before hand what he will ſay; 
muſt firſt liſten to what he will ſay ; - then 
he muſt conſider whether what he hears 
is agreeable to ſound doctrine (provided 
he is a judge of the doctrine;) . becauſe till 
he can be ſatisfied in histown mind, ways 
the miniſter's/peritionis'/proper; his/join- 
ing in it, is like that of à Papiſt Joining 
= | 1 in 


4 m4, 7 4 


tis piper win We prion 1 1 


char! he < 
calderlrepeariing vb: he wan, without 7 


knowing whether it be good or 
it is like a mah ſwearing to an ürtiele 
with a numbercof & c. s at the tail of it. 
For before a man can well be ſatisſied f 

the lawfulneſs and propriety of one peti- 
tion, the. miniſter has got into another, 
and perhaps into a third, fourth, or fifth, 
unleſs the hearer is very quick in com- 
Prehenſion; which is ſeldotm the oaſe with 
the majority of a congregation. So that 
it is very difficult, if not morally impoſ- 
fible, to be ſure that the whole is decent 
and coherent. And he who joins in a 
prayer, without exerciſing his reaſon, {6 
ſo as to judge of f it's propriety ;, not only 
does not perform a rational ſervice: but 
Joins in hat it may not be lawful for him 

o join in. Ls bo the f fa of the prayer, | 
he myſt"} pin lie ich for” 2 the 


timnality, I will venture fy KLE nine- 
E. renths 


be Wes — — heir 


the wiſdam of the Church of England, conflanyly| 


Fi 


bein artentivn, hopennereallc; whe 
been! prayed din r ws hat they 9 
od. „ ſhouldi be ; 
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* tow 10 cannot bot jo Kong _ 7 Diſſentere, 


bering rejected the uſe of A pre-compoſed Form 4 
0 


Prayer, habe alſo diſchtded the” reading of the H 


Seripturet, in their public ſervice . Wete it nt for 


int the Scriptures, in ber public 2001j6ip ; it is reaſynably 
preſumed, that the common people of this day, wo 


have known as little of the ſcriptures, as the commen | 


people of the ehurch of Rome. The Difenters,,toraily 


neglecting this cuſtom, { eſſential to the Ji of Chai © 


tianity; had their example been followed, hat a door 
would haye b been opened | for impoſtors, and the enemies 
of the Chriſtian religion, t to corrupt the text of 1 4 
ture; to pervert it's doctrines, and to impoſe their 
or opinions upon the conſciences of ignorant multi- 
tudes, as the genuine doctrines of Jeſus Mio 35 
4; It * therefore, under Gyd, owing fo. ou our church 
retaini this cuſtom, which Diſſenters would have * 
aboliſh, that the people 'of this 'natioh fill enjoy 
bleflings of Chriſtianity. TR LL 
09 oo AX But 


1 But as Lana. m not diſpoſed to find. fault 
wi other churches, but to defend” the 
eſtabliſhed. church; 1 ball, diſmiſs this 
ſection, after, daking r notice of What this 
7 ha, l in regard AR s 

Is Gin. in his 128 ps FO 
cc „ there are ſuch expreſſions uſed in this 
40 office, as naturally lead perſons ta, con 
ceive of it as a e nance,” 0, 
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1 believe it is not a principle — 4 
eſtabliſhed church that any ordinance is, 
ſimply and alone, of. a ſaving nat. re. 
But this of baptiſm, was always underg 
ſtood; by the firſt. Chriſtians, to be 
federal rite; whereby all, that were ſo 
initiated, entered into covenant with God; 
ayd obliged themſelves to perform ſuch 
conditions, as the laws of that coyenant 
preſcribed. It was not ſufficient, it ſeems, 
to believe in Chriſt,. and to obſerve. his 
ee but there was a poſitive com 
E * mand 3 
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expect at che: ha 


have known as little of the ſcriptures, as the common 
neglecting this cuſtom; ſo eſſential to the i of, Q- 


| would haye been opened for impoſtors, and. the en 
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been prayed for, or of what 


- 139 T a T4 4, e 1 ir 215 | ths g! If 7 
= . * Here I cannot but den that the Bites, 
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Soſe"to" be re- baptized in the name 8 
the Lord Jeſus, Who had been baptized 
before only with the baptiſm of John; 
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name of Jeſus. 3d, Signing with the 
5 1 of the croſs. 4th, Kneeling at the 
Lord's Supper. nnr ia an 
rr of yaa 1 2 os 


the ne her tame Neo- i 


techiſt calls them, e eee med 
men that do ifo;;':ehurcheamen-rwithout 
unn ani who, hyꝛthat act, atirihuit 
uo mart: Aanctity to hat quart of a. 
- ths than diſſenters do to the meeting» 
houſe, when they pull off their hats upon 
entetingrit, Andtheugh, it: he common 
de bow atstherssme gf deſus, et d hane 
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the . it would have left him 
no room for « of jection ; ;, and if the nega- 
tive, it would. have, ſubjected him to be 
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called upon to prove their heterodoxy ; ; 


which, perhaps, he could not do ſo eaſily, 
AS he could condemn. Therefore he takes 
9 > 5 mid- 
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that, is, either g« as- people 
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dome ſtremgch from. obſer, — 8 — hat““ the 
Sgriptures ace allowed, by all; Froteſt- 
ſufficiently plai 


«yet, he; ents are better — 

reed in;zhe words, of God, which 
** came from inſpiration, than in the 

* words Anise —_ e mene 
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it the ſeriptures be er 
terms, , as to need no explicarion'; thoſe 


| have ſpett tber time 0s Hicke pape, 
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_ Be aUriictel, it wilt follow chat all Fru 


Now if this öbjection a 3 
in it, it has rather too much weight. 
xpreſitd in fo ack 


g to Hluſtrate and — i 
them. And the preachers of the Goſpel. 
with this Carechift in the number, maß 


8 well be ſpardd, as 1 w. 


plain, 1 the ings of God canriot be 
better expreſſed, than in the words of 


God; this müft refer ro the feriptuxes i in 


their original Taigitage f or fo thoſe wordt 
Which che things of Ged were brigin- 


ally expreffetł- and ff this way bf arg 


Ls ör te Bib ft be Uleles!“ be- 
cauſe chefe are hot The words of Gd, but 


che kranflator words; Atid adehnlps 45 
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is well Known thiar the ſfenſt of many 


texts have taken a different turn, accord- 
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That I may not, however, be charged 


with advancing what I cannot ſupport; 


I ſnall give an inſtance of a wile furgeiy 


which has crept into ſome editions of the 


Bible, publiſhed ſince the beginning of 
the troubles under Charles the Firſt; 
which, as it relates to the mode of ſend- 
ing miniſters into the church, cannot be 
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verſe, St. Luke tells us, tliat when the 
number f I he diſcipies was multiplied,: and 
there. was a murmuring of the Grecians 
again the Hebrews, becanſe;' $c.—That 
the Apoſtles ſaid,” look ye out ſeven. men, 
whom be may: appoint' over this buſineſs 
(ds nag.) Now in Field's Cam- 
bridge edition, inſtead of we, it is whom 


ye may appoint over this buſineſs. This 


is a 1 corruption of the text; but it 
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a Subſcription to the. 


countenanced the, then new born, * 
trine of the people's authority in Won 
ing ee ee officers. 


ju 15 . as it may; it i is W FR Fa 


that words, which originally had a deter- 


minate fignification, do in time become 
equivocal and uncertain; and therefore, 
however clear the ſęriptures might ori- 
ginally be, yet in time they will grow 
more. obſcure, and admit af comment 
and explication. If this was not the caſe, 
whence aroſe thoſe confuſed, and contra- 
dictory accounts given of the ſacred text, 
by the moſt learned critics and commen- 
tators? Whence thoſe various ſyſtems of 
divinity? Whence thoſe miſtakes about 

the ſtate of man before and after the fall; 
and about the means of our reconciliation 
and recovery? All which does not argue 
any defect in ſcripture; but a defect in 
men's conceptions, ariſing from the inſta- 
bility of language. +. It is this corruption 
of ſcripture, n men in ſeveral 
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ages have ineoduced, that made ĩt expe · 
dient for the church to affix ſome parti 
cular meaning to the general words of 
ſcripture. And whether this may be 
attended with the evil conſequence of 
— we No” now val bes wan 
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aa if tacky to find out the 
true meaning of ſcripture, be a means of 
eſtabliſhing error ; then all endeavours in 
ſearch of truth, are but ſo many means 
not to find it. But would it not be fair 
to ſuppoſe, that by ſuch endeavours, 
inſtead of falling upon error, men ſhould 
rather fall upon the truth. The one is 
at leaſt as probable as the other; and 
until error is faſtened upon the articles, 

the preſumption will be on the ſide of 
truth. For though error, after all pre- 
cautions, may prevail againſt truth; yet 
truth may alſo prevail againſt error; nor 
is there any reaſon to ſuppoſe, that falſ- 

hood can better maintain itſelf than 
truth. 
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prevail againſt error; at leaſt they are the 
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eee e e as error might 


Hive prevailed in the formation of the 


thirty-nine articles; yet there has been 
time enough, and endeavours enough, 
ſince to diſcover it. And unleſs it is 
ſuppoſed that the governing part of the 


church are incapable of conviction, or 


are wilfully perſiſting in error; thoſe very 
means whereby other perſons may be led 
to receive the truth, muſt be capable of 
influencing our church governors. alſo; 
and therefore it is not impoſſible, but 
that errors, once received, may be re- 
formed A time and application. tt. 314 


T hat error, once e received, _ e 
liſhed by authority, has been rectified 
n 0 ves. is evident from the * 
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in religion, muſt be triButet tc A 
our ccclefiaſtical * iperiors: ; "who; as they 
began, ſo they finiſhed the Reformation; 
and gave it a _— as far as human 
power could do, by proper care of the 
opinions of the clergy. - And when mars? 
ters are impattially conſidered, } doubt 
not but it will be found, that the Pro- 
teſtant religion, in general, cannot de 
ſupported, but by having re- -ourſe to the 
ſame means, whereby it was firſt eſtab- 
liſhed; that is, by adhering to the thirty= _ 
nine articles, and making them the teſt 
of their opinions, who are te be the 
teachers of others. | 
c ttt Ait brocr nufy avoh wot aut 
But after all, it is worth remirking,; 
that though” this Catechiſt condemns thao” 
eſtabliſhed” church for obliging ſuch as 
are to be appointed to the miniſtry, to 
ſubſcribe'to the thirtycnine articles; yet 
= > dekowledges that the Diffenters re- 
ire a confeſſion of faith from their 
Bros ſters when they are ordarned: But 
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to ſubtilize an act, ſo as to make it's pro- 


ropriety, depend upon the 


priety, or n „ 


mode of doing it? A man of plain under. 


ſtanding, would be apt to think, that 
repeating the creed, was as much a con- 
ſeſſion of his ſaith, as ſubſcribing his name 
to it. But this Catechiſt ſays, they 
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II. J am obliged. to have certain fenti- 


ments, before I am qualified to teach 
others; and the church muſt; be, ſatisfied, 


in that point, previous to my.admiſſiony . 


is. not m my ſatisfying them, even in my 


own way, obeying the authority of fallis- 


bie men, as much as if I had ſet my hand 
to theſe ſentiments? For my part, I ſee 
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no difference; unleſs, by exÞrefing bir 
ſentimentr in bis vin way, he means to 
babe che privilege or erpre dg mer: in 

ſuch a Feſuitical manner as will admit of 
cquivocation, and mental reſervation; in 


which caſe, there is ſome difference to be- 
ſure. „bb 
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But he ſays, in a note upon this 8 
_ that the miniſter-who aſks the 
©« candidate for his eee _— no 
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Hiwn no ee If h his faith i is not 
conformable: to the doctrines of Chriſ- 
tianity if he ſhould profeſs to believe 
that Mabomet was the Meſiab; and not 
Jeſus Chriſt; would he be ordained? 
Nay, if he was to declare that the Liturgy 
of the eſtabliſned Church was the beſt 
and pureſt way of praying to Ged; and 
that: extempore prayer was both a new 
and incoherent: way of worſhip : would 
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church claims by a ſubſcription to the 
thirty-nine. articles? All therefore, chat 
den ſaid upon that ſcore, is as little 


TION, vi. rad "ana 


. 7 A 7 uh » * 29 
GIFT of al er nee 1 46100 2155 hy 122 


We are come now to hy eh ſection, 


n 


which _ of ven of unn 


rude tf ned on wolt 


; * 723 


* bis eee aki binden * 
how and by whom the church livings are. 
diſpoſed: of, he tells usethat when the 
c patron preſents, the people have no. 
liberty to object, nor the Biſhop ts. 
*© refuſe giving inſtitution. But the 
Biſhop may refuſe giving inſtitution, ii 
he has any juſt cauſe for ace ws 
if any of the people will aſſign any r 
ſonable cauſe, and ſupport it by pr 
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them. 10 But td he aaa ane 


taken by the church, to keep improper* 
perſons out of the miniſtry, wilbappear 
from the following charge given * 1 nw 


of his prevince, in the 
rtoiyeg off 245i wo gs RA 151 avis on | 
-. 1K, That every penſoh to be admit 
ted ta holy orders, ſhall ſignify his 
E mame, and place of abode, to the- Bi- 
< ſhop: and: ſball tranſmit a teftimonial;* 
and certificate of his age, duly atteſted, 
at leaſt twenty days before the time of 
<:ordination'; and appear on Wedneſday, 
r Thurſday at furtheſt in Ember werk, 
1 in order to his examination. 
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ce perſon to holy orders, till notice = | 
given in the church where the perfon 
it yefides; © on ſome Sunday, at leaſt a 
month, before the day of ordination, of 
„his intention to offer himſelf to be-ors- 
H dained at ſuch a time; to the end, that 
« any perſon who knows any impediment 


or notable crime, for which he bought 


not to be ordained, may have oppor- 
© tunity to make objections againſt him. 
Ath, © That coming directly from any 
te college, the candidate muſt produce 
the Dean, and the Divinity reader; who 


„ ſhall ſign that they have perſonally 


© known the life and behaviour of the 
dy can- 


_ « leſs the Biſhop. whis e ot letters, 
* ſhall expreſsly declare that he is fully 
«ſatisfied himſelf of the life and conver- 


— of whe ame to. whom mw. ſetter 
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can be more upon their guard; or if any 
| thing, within the compaſs of human pru- 
ee can be a more effectual ſecurity 


agfuiniſt the encroachments of bad men 


into the miffiftry ; it will he kind in thoſe 
who know it, to make the diſcovery; and 


Ithink the eftabliſhed church will readily 
follow. it 
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highly diſagrecable to the people; and 
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"Thane is eee Fee ex- 
tremel y ſevere, I had almoſt ſaid, unman- 


nerly, in his 103d queſtion,; where he fays' f 
that © true excellence of character, eſpe- 


K « cially. humility and faithfulneſs in the 


ſacred office, are too often found rathey 
ance. to. promotion, than the ; : 
means to obtain it:“ and the reaſon, 


ce an hi 


he gives for this, is, becauſe the patrons, 


| « of livings, being ſometimes void of 


religion, are more concerned to have 
** miniſters in their pariſn, who will make 
5 themſelves agreeable. companions, than 
e ſuch as will be Gichſpl. to ches laue 1 
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as an excuſe for this, he ſays it: is not 
2 neeeſſarily;ſo s? and that it is no ſuf- 


cc « ficient. 
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any dependance upbn them; and makes 
no other claim upon them, but that! of 
their good opinion and eſtes 
Portion to bis diligence in his ſpiritual 


rite of Dliwifers. 
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the <RsbliiL Church? IF-any "mines 


agrecable to the people; that — 
ment does not make him ſo; nor does 


ſuch an ineonvenience take from the prol 


priety of the mode. On the contrary, ; 


when a man makes his appearance ds-a. 


teacher and inſtructor of others, in their 
ſpiritual concerns; if, befides his literary 
qualifications, he appears, both in 


. 


and mien, grave and decent; without che 
marks of meanneſs and Poverty. If he 


lives amongſt his pari „without 
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conducts himſelf thus, the people will 
never enquire hom he came, or be (dif 
pleaſed chat hen ever came, to be cheĩt 


the leſs weight; the doctrines of Chriſt 
flowing from his mouth, make the leſs 
impreſſona nur his ſpiritual labours have 
the leſs effect; becauſe he was . the 
miviſtes of heit « on ne EA id 
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maintainance and ſupport depended on 
che generoſity of his hearers ; and conſe. 
quently, bis paſtoral employment was to 
_ exiſt no longer than he had the good 
will and liking of the congregation this 
might be apt to lay à reſtraint upon him, 
in the faithful performance of his duty; 
and tempt him, for the ſake of bread,. to: 
ſuit his doctrine and teaching to the 
 bumours, rather than to ne Atria ne 
as of che people. 
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ing teachers, whoſe eondadt has — 
air of bumvuriuꝝ their congregations, than 
of that: decency and decorum, which ts: 
thercharacteriftic: of a miniſter of the 
Goſpel: fo 


any? which of them ever 


a lan e Ai did nls alot 21086 


This Catechiſt in Hio roth queſtionz: 
ſays, that © the people have a natural 
hoes chule their: on miniſters?! 
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. "© Seren diffenting ans in \ Ircland, during zbe. 


AKmenican war, were Colopels and Captains of the 
Palutfbers ; and paraded, and marched, in Fnitidary un 
form, at the head of their companies. Some of them 
proceeded ſo far as to preach from their pulpits im 
on the other. 8 

In mentioning this cirgumitatce,” no 6h, * 


regimentals, with a ſword, on one ae and the Bible. 


intended üpon the reſpectable part of Aiſſenting init 
ters; bun. I have the pleaſure of numbering 


among my friends; and who, I am perſuaded, would 
by no means approve of ſuch intem pft zeal. 
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better j ſince the man muſt be a poor tool 
indeed, who could not impoſe upon ſuch” 
judges as the generality of a congregation 
are : who having ſcarce any letters above 
chat of reading the Bible, in uch traut 
lation/as falls inta their hands; had nee 
of ſomething more than narurr to make. 
them proper judges of a miniſterꝰs quali 
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But we are told, thit if they ſhould: 
4 Judge: amiſs, they are accountable to- 
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led aſtray by their miniſters, none but 


God bas any buftnhefs with it! A very 


comfortable circumſtance this to be ſure; 
and yet it is no more than men 
of every ſinner, to be accountable to God 
for nme un Ho E As 5617 To WA 
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bind: thoſe to their good behaviour; 
would act an unworthy part ian fk! 
a reftraint;: in this, I conſeſs, they have 
the advantage of the eſtabliſned church. 
But it muſt be allowed, at the ſame time 
whatever little virtue this Catechiſt is 


pleaſel] to allow her elergy cannot be 


attrihutec to the dread of capricious maſ- 
ters, but to the pure R dic. 


pofed heart. 
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which is calculated to expuſe the diſsi. 
pline of the eſtabliſhed church; vrhich, he 
tells us, © is ſhamefully defective and 
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charge, he makes no ſcruple to affirm in 
his zan, queſtion, that e . perſons 

> ' whatſoever, even though gui | 

© immoralities, are "efuledetis-Surnanent 
« of. the Lord's Supper. That the moſt 
« infamous ſinner in the pariſh; if e can 

« ſecure the favour of the Chancel 
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may defy. the / Miniſter, — | 


« Biſbop himſelf to keephim from it. And 
that ſuſpenſton to the miniſter, would” 
Y "BF the II reſuſal cc: '? 
1 maine 51 Fim 
be is aſtoniſhing. — 5 this" Patechift 
ſhould thus boldly affert what the Rubric 
ſo; directly conttadicta . lait not there 
ordered, that tbe — Hiaht: nor 
© admit any dpenz: of nota 
« liver to the Lord's Table, till he hath 
« operily declared himſelf to have truly 


«« repented * But the truth is, | be did 
not write his Catechiſm for [ſuch as he 
n e would: nn 110 nnen, 2 


— this/ W a "_ Ribrle;: hs: 
twenty-ſixth canon | Girects, that no 


; © miniſter 


2 _ evil 


— 


- — ed — — Aber g — —— apy — — ge <<. ͤ ꝗ—m ä——ꝙo — — — eyes x 
2 SS. - 5 2 — — - — —— ; 1. — — — . : 2 : 
= - — — — — —— — 3 — — — — * " _ — — 25 — a; — — ——— —— — . — 
rr OU———P—S es — — —— —— — — — —U—ä—ä—3s m > — - — = — my - — —— — PR o_ 4 —_ = 0000p & —— — — - — 
My 2 - = 2 r 2 - 222 rr 8 . . = —— — — — - — —V— — 
— i *% 6 — — we = — 2 . —— . ye. — - — — — — — — 1 — — = a 
# — 


n rereiying of ee n. a8 
def his cue e 
known to live in fin notorious; without 


4:cepentance.” And by the rogttr canbn, 


1 ordered, that if any offend! their 
r brethren, either by adultery, whore- 
< dom; inceſt, or drünkenneſt; or by 
{+ ſwearing ribaldry, ufury, or any other 
*uncleanneſs, or wie kedneſs of life; ſueli 
orious offenders ſhall not be ad- 
cc mitted to the 2 IEEE till 
1 2 ate 2 1 


irc dil 1d w 317 Mah N lod un: blot 


his think, plainly ſpeaks the ſenti-' 


ments of the. church, with regard to note. 
rious offenders. But then I muſt premiſe, 8 
that care ſhould be taken not to judge” 
entirely acrording to appearance, but 10 
judge righteous judgment. We dre not to 
take up an ill opinion of # man, upon one 
or two ſuſpicious circumſtances; which 


is a ſort of unrighteous judgment, that 
the beſt of men cannot apts element 


* 
«2 . 1 . 
% F 1 4 : 
* 40 1 4 -*% &. x, +4: *# 


r flock, which be openly 
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is ſomething. Ike tl that of the Jews) who, 


when aſked by Pilate what evil Feſus had 
done, ſaid that he was not a malefackor 
they e n n ee Sew 1 mY Fo 
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0 A enn friend of 'mine was "_ 


| very near being led into an error of this 


nature. One of his pariſhioners, ho 
was married to a woman much older than 


his time in viſiting a Widow lady, who 
was his next neighbour. The wife was 
extremely jealous; and indeed moſt of 
the pariſh, particularly the women, were 
ſo certain of a criminal intercourſe, that 


my friend was blamed for not reproving 
them publiciy; and indeed ſolicited*by* 


ſeveral zealous: old ladies, to refuſe them 
vate about it; told him the prevalling 
opinion of the pariſh; and begged of him 


to decline his viſits to his neighbour; or he 
fhould be under the neceſſity of joining 


in 


rr —— 


” 
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of 


The e vas a man af e 
able property, good ſenſe, and eminent in 
the law. His reply was this, Mr. S. you 
are a young man, and 1 believe mean 
«« very well; but I imagine you are not 
* aware of the conſequence of refuſing 
r the ſacrament to a perſon that you. 
*© cannot prove guilty of the crime for 
* which you refuſe it. Vou and I have 
t lived upon terms of friendſhip hitherto; 
let not an ill judged zeal on your ſide 
70 break it off.” My friend took his ad- 
vice; and leaving him to God and his W 
ſacrament as uſual. About two years 
after this, his wife died: and my friend 
married him-to this widow ; who, in nine 
months after, brought him a daughter. 
At the baptiſm of the child, who is now 
a fine young lady and in high rank, che 
father obſerved, * that he had a. double 

© bleſ- 


„„ * 


1 bleſſing i in gt bee only becau 
e he had no other, but becauſe God had 
ec ſent it to him at nine months after his 


« marriage: which he conſidered as a 
*;providential:defign to olear up the cha- ; 


< raters, of two innocent people; and 


1 muſt confeſs. ee th ee 
ſame light. eie eee oth; 


I hope: this will not be Lonkef upon as 
an improper digreſſion; but accepted as 


a proper precaution to the clergy, not to 


be too forward in making uſe of that 
power. which the - Rubric: has put into 
their hands; as a great deal Nee n. 
nen err paths 12 


OP was ** it 1 nth 
as church for this relaxation of diſei- 
pline ; but this Catechiſt muſt charge her 
with carrying on the moſt villainous de- 
_ men hue a of. Werren ** 
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bur gpl 
la te 3 tells us, that 
te the o urch ſeldom proceeds to en,, 
t unleſs àgainſt per 10 f re 
te who ok; ftop the rte e with A 
«© ſum of money. And that her courts 


_ *$have often been very corruptly 


ce naged, to extort large ſums of money 


« from wealthy offenders.” „ ee ene 


Tue charge of being! popiſh, 25 fa Bity 
this for here ſhe vis./ repreſented as 
dowm right:devi/i/p3! for what is fo lively 
a repreſentation of hell, as that of ſacri- 
ficing juſtice at the altar of avarice? Law 


is a heavy ſcourge wherever it falls; and 


none feel it's laſn ſo ſenſibly as the delin- 
quent; who never fails to exaggerate it's 
ſeverity; and to place that ſentence, which 
was the legal reward of his enormities, to 


the account of inquiſitorial rigour, and 
fleecing avarice. And this is trumpeted 


about from Libertine to Wag, and from 
Wag to Witling, till the ſiander is become 


ſo threadbare, that it is contemptible to 


, * 


Toh repeat 
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ed ir. And yet, ſo Jong às it ſerves 


à religious faction, there will be low 
minds nnen te 785 and pag e te 


Bor rhough ib -prachie es Neche no 
1 mitigation from a multitude of affociates ;- 
yet as this Catechiſt Profeſſes hi mſelf a 
Preſbyterian; it may not be amiſs to 
ſhew, that however tyrannical the eſtab- 
liſhed church may be; till the Preſby- 
terian is more ſo, in the article of church 
cenſures, when ſhe. has the n | 

on hh 85 ſide. 5 


. is the great -pillar 

of their eccleſiaſtical police ; which they 
thunder out with all imaginable terror; 
and have made it extend almoſt to all 
actions of human life. By this means, 

they crucify the weak conſciences of peo- 
ple with infinite and incurable ſcruples ; 
with ſcruples that haunt and torment 
them, even in the moſt neceſſary and 
r caſes, either of domeſtic eco- 
8 nanny 
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nomyi or civil. deportment. / Every bit 
they cat, every rag they wear, becomes a 
matter of cognizance to the Preſbytery ; 
whoſe directions, in theſe particulars, 
muſt he obſerved with the ſame degree of 
ſubmiſſion and obedience, as if the matter 
in queſtion was an article of their creed. 
_ Chiding they have drawn within the 
compaſs of eccleſiaſtical cenſure; ſo that} 
a maſter ſhall not reprove his ſervant ; 
nor a parent his child, without ſubjecting 


themſelves to the enquiry of the elder- 


ſhip, w whether they RAVE been too ſevere 
or not. ee 
Bern brawling, ſcolding, and Billingſ- 
| gate quarrels, are matters of conſiſtorial 
cognizance. | 


5 Under the cenſure of lewd. cuſtoms, 
they include all ſorts of theatrical amuſe- 
ments, and public ſports, how innocent 


ſoever, as pagan and popiſh 
ä 


+© 7 
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They cenſure” v vain words; | in 2" 
they are ſo rigid, as to ſuſpe&t even the 
endearments, and familiarities of. friend- 
ſhip and converſation : for let "the words 
be ys they will, fill it depends on the. 


pleaſure” of the elderſhip, whether 
ey vil ptonounce 1 vain or edify- 


ing. 


£ ; - > vs . . J 
4 _— 


But the hardeſt cenſure of all, is that 


of ſuſpicion; for if a man and a woman. 
ſhall be only found together in private; 
this is ground enough for ſuſpicion of 
incontinency. They ſhall be cited, in- 


terrogated, cloſe committed, and com- 


pelled to purge themſelves by oath : and 
if ever they are ſeen together ere 
unleſs at church or at market, they {hall 


be taken jor guilty. 


— 


Nye what is more, a a perſon ſhall nei- 
ther” walk abroad, nor carry any thing 
home on the ſabbath, without being 
arreſted, and brought before an elder, 
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nomy] or eivil deportment. / Every bit 5 
they eat, every rag they wear, becomes a 
matter of cognizance to the Preſbytery ; 
whoſe directions, in theſe particulars, 
muſt be obſerved with the ſame degree of 
ſubmiſſion and obedience, as if the matter 
in queſtion was an article ag e | 
I ; ; 
Chiding IM have 4 within cha 
compaſs of eccleſiaſtical cenſure ; fo that 
a maſter ſhall not reprove his ſervant; 
nor a parent his child, without ſubjecting. 
themſelves to the enquiry of the elder- 
ſhip, whether they have Duns too n 
or not. | . 
Even brawling, ſcolding, and Billingſ- 
gate quarrels, are matters of conſiſtorial 
cognizance. 


: Under the cenſure of lewd cuſtoms, 
they include all ſorts of theatrical amuſe- 
ments, and public ſports, how innocent 


ſoever, as pagan and popiſh. ̃ 
i They 
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They Unſure” vain words ; in 1 
they are ſo rigid, as to ſuſpect even the 
endearments, and familiarities of friend- 

ſhip and converſation : for let the words 
be what they will, ſtill it depends on the. 
good pleaſure of the elderſhip, whether 
they will ptonounce them vain or | edify- 
ing. | 

But the hardeſt cenſure of all, is that 
of ſuſpicion ; for if a man and a woman 
ſhall! be only found together in private; 
this is ground enough for ſuſpicion of 
incontinency. They ſhall be cited, in- 
terrogated, cloſe committed, and com- 
pelled to purge themſelves by oath : and 
if ever they are ſeen together afterwards, 
unleſs at church or at market, they {hall 
be taken for guilty. | 


— 


Nay, what is more, a perſon ſhall nei- 
ther walk abroad, nor carry any thing 
home on the ſabbath, without being 
arreſted, and brought before an elder, 


G2 25 who 


* 


124 | GBurch-Di Nenne. 


who is to judge of the een, and 
pronounce accordingly. 


: Now if the diſcipline of the eſtabliſhed 
church, be greater tyranny than this; the 
Catechiſt has been right, in pelting her 

as he has done; but if the ſeverity lies on 
the Preſbyterian ſide, his accuſations 
might have been ſpared. 

| 

. mall finiſh this ſection, with nn 
ing the ſtrange inconſiſtency in human 
nature. Here we find thoſe people, whoſe 

_ deſcendants are faid to have given up all 
the comforts of life, rather than be forced 
to kneel at the facrament ; to bow at the 
name of Jeſus; or to comply with the 
moſt zndifferent ceremonies in the eſtab- 
liſhed worſhip ; and who fled to America 
for the glorious liberty of ſerving God 
without ceremony: theſe very people I 
ſay, with the ſame principles that actuated 
their predeceſſors, can patiently obey the 
rigorous and ed beheſts of a Preſ- 
bytery ; oy 
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bytery; and even ſubmit to be impriſoned 
for carrying home a loaf on the ſabbath 
day, without murmur or complaint. So- 
eaſily are people miſled by odious names: 
and ſo little is any reſtrictive meaſure 
troubleſome, when it coinc des with their | 
prejudices. 


SECTION VIIL 


Wr are now arrived to the eighth and 
laft ſection of this elaborate Catechiſm ; 
or rather Treatiſe upon Nothing: for 
from the beginning, he has proved no- 
thing from Scripture, that affects the 
eſtabliſhed Church, either in point of 
faith, or diſcipline. Neither has he proved 
any thing from hiſtory, of intolerancy, 
more than is common to all eſtabliſhed 
religions; and not half fo intolerant as 
Difſenters, when Power gets into their 
hands. 


7: This 
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This ſection is called an Tyferenice from 
| the whole. But if the whole is a a wil. 


1 eee 1170 e both tad | 

hiftorical, and theological' part; the infers* 
ences drawn from it, muſt be futile and 
impertinent ; ſo far, at leaſt, as they relate 
to the eſtabliſhed Church. 


But when he comes to excite hi Diſ-/ 
ſenters to © be zealous in maintaining 
ce theſe Great principles on which their 
« diſſent is founded; and not only to 
e adhere to the cauſe of non-conformity ; 3 
et but to be liberal in the ſupport of it:“ 
Here, indeed, he is pertinent enough; 
this is the very burthen of the ſong; this 
is the cauſe for which the Catechiſm was 
written. And if it leads diſſenting con- 
gregations to make a more liberal allotv- 
ance to their miniſters, the Catechiſt will 
have his end; however he may prejudice 
the riſing offspring of Diſſenters, againſt 
a religion, which, of all eſtabliſhed reli- 
gions, 


- 
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gions, gives the leaſt diſturbance to the: 
ſectaries about her. And though ſhe is 
ready to embrace all, who ſhall comply 
with her terms, yet fhe wiſhes to compel 
none; ſhe can have no temporal motives 
for ſuch compulſion; as it will not add a 
ſhilling to her revenues. And with re- 
ſpect to her /pirizual motives; notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe. might wiſh that there was a 
more general union among Chriſtians ; 
yet ſhe neither thinks ſuch a union prac- 
ticable, or: neceſſary to the maintainance 
of true religion and virtue; however 3 
might be to harmony amongſt men. Like 
all other religions, ſhe has ſome peculiar 
ceremonies; yet ſhe makes them not 
eſſential; but ſhe holds that whether a 
man be a Preſbyterian, Independenr, 
Papiſt, Baptiſt, or Quaker; whether he 
bows at the name of Jeſus, or looks upon 
it to be idolatry to do ſo; whether he 
prays by form, or extempore ; whether he 
kneels in ſerving God, or, for conſcience _ 
ſake, ſtands. or ſits; whether he eats 
ſalmon, 
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fualmon, or roaſt beef of 4 Friday; or 
whether he pulls off his hat, or keeps it 
on; ſtill ſhe holds; that a man may have 
the life of a Chriſtian in him; ſtill his 
foul may be conformed to the image of 
his Redeemer; and ſhe conſiders him as: 
a fellow - diſciple of Chrift, working out his 
ſalvation with fear and trembling; and 
with ſuch can live, and wiſhes to live, in 
the ſtricteſt n of n ant love and 


THE END. 


